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ABSTRACT

This study examines the phenomenon of anomalous (shddh) fatwas and their negative
impact on Muslim communities in Western societies. Given the central role of ijtihad
(independent legal reasoning) and fatwa in Islam, classical Muslim scholars
emphasized that issuing religious opinions requires profound knowledge, sound
understanding, piety, and awareness of both religious sources and contemporary
realities. However, the emergence of unqualified individuals issuing fatwas, or the
tendency to address issues beyond one’s area of expertise, has contributed to the
spread of irregular and controversial opinions that conflict with the objectives and
principles of Islamic law.

The study seeks to answer several key questions: What impact do anomalous
fatwas have on Muslims and their children in the West? How do such fatwas
contribute to the distortion of Islam’s image in Western societies? To what extent can
they facilitate extremism and religious radicalization? And what measures can
Muslims adopt to protect themselves from their harmful effects?

The significance of this research lies in its relevance to Islamic jurisprudence and
contemporary Muslim life in the West. The study is divided into three sections: the
first examines the linguistic and technical meanings of fatwa and anomaly
(shudhiidh); the second discusses the effects and examples of anomalous fatwas; and
the third analyzes their consequences for Muslims in the West and proposes practical
ways to address them. The study concludes by emphasizing the importance of relying
on qualified scholars and reputable religious institutions to safeguard Muslim
communities from confusion, division, and extremism.
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