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ABSTRACT

This article explores the development of German Orientalism’s relationship with the
Arabic language, from its beginnings in the 12th century to the modern era,
highlighting its diverse contributions to the study of Arab-Islamic heritage. German
Orientalists have played a pioneering role in teaching Arabic, editing texts, translating,
publishing, cataloguing manuscripts, and more. These efforts have helped shape a vast
body of knowledge that contributed to a deeper understanding of cultural identity from
the perspective of the "Other".

The article traces the different phases that German Orientalism has undergone in its
engagement with the Arabic language, analyzing the characteristics that defined each
stage and the factors that influenced its evolution. It sheds light on the importance
placed on Arabic texts—both poetic and prose—and on the institutional emphasis on
Arabic philology as a core academic discipline within Oriental studies departments in
Germany. The article concludes that German Orientalism has significantly contributed
to building an intellectual bridge between Arab-Islamic culture and the West. This calls
upon Arab scholars to approach this legacy with critical awareness in order to
understand its dynamics and anticipate its future directions.
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