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Islamic Veils in Muslim and European Societies

Oissila Saaidia, Islamic Veils in Muslim and European Societies, Editions du Cerf, Paris,
France, 2023, 236 PP, ISBN: 9782204139342

This book is written by the historian Oissila Saaidia, of Arab origin, a professor at the
University of Lyon 2 in France, specializing in contemporary history. The book
tackles a unique topic in the contemporary era, namely the Islamic
veil in Arab and European societies. The issue of the veil, linked
to matters of school and secularism, has become a significant
societal issue. To understand how a simple piece of clothing has
sparked controversy at the level of many Western countries and
dominated the media scene for a century, Oissila Saaidia rethinks
the chronology and geography of this issue, starting from Muslim
societies and moving to Western societies. Specifically, from the
perspective of the main stakeholders - veiled women - as well as
from the perspective of time periods, places, environments, and
political, social, and economic contexts. The book provides a
comprehensive overview of various types of veils throughout history from an
unbiased perspective, making it an important work and reference on the issues of the
Islamic veil between East and West.
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Sufism in Europe: Islam, Esotericism, and New Age

Francesco Piraino, Sufism in Europe: Islam, Esotericism, and New Age, Editions Karthala and
IRMC, Paris/France, 2023, 408PP, ISBN: 9782384090853

The book, by the sociologist and specialist in religious anthropology, Francesco
Piraino, provides a precise and specialized insight into the development of Islamic
Sufism in Western Europe, particularly in France and Italy.
Through detailed and empirical research based on field
interviews and participant observation, the book focuses on b et
four Sufi orders that have taken root in Paris and Milan: the
Alawiyya, the Budshishiyya, the Nagshbandi-Haqqani, and
the Shadhili-Darqawi. From a reflective perspective and
using a social anthropological approach to religion, the
author attempts to analyze the tension present in
contemporary Sufism between mystical knowledge that ;
focuses on direct experience of the divine, allowing for a N o
degree of spiritual creativity, and sacred knowledge as a e
tradition based on sacred texts that reproduces the spiritual order of Islamic law. The
author also examines the forms of hybridization between Islamic Sufi traditions and
Western esoteric discourse, particularly new forms of rituals and doctrines.
Additionally, the book discusses the political options of Sufism in Europe and the
elitist political practices towards it.
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The West and the Rediscovery of Islam

Tijani Boulaouali, The West and the Rediscovery of Islam; Approaches to Islam in C
ontemporary Western Thought, Alhokama Publishing, Rabat, 2024, 354 PP, ISBN: g

786144883440

This publication is authored by Moroccan thinker Tijani Boulaouali, a specialist in
issue s of Islam and the West, and a professor at the Faculty of Theology and Religious
Studies at the University of Louvain in Belgium. The book
consists of three main sections; the first delves into the concepts
of Islam and the West based on comparative analysis, with
chapters highlighting the nature of differences between them in
a dialectical and historical context. The other section paves the
way for open discussions attempting to encompass
contemporary Western intellectual approaches to Islam,
through its growing presence in Europe on one hand, and North

Tijani Boulaousli

America on the other, looking at the image of Islam within sty

Samir BOUDINAR

these different and distinct contexts governed by approaches
and models that the author attempts to highlight through L £
various approaches. The final section opens an in-depth intellectual debate
surrounding the fundamental models that have historically, philosophically, and
sociologically governed the West and its perceptions in relation to Islam.
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The Italian Islam Manifesto

Francesca Bocca-Aldaqre, The Italian Islam Manifesto, Series Eterotopie, Editions
Mimesis, 2024, Italy, 158 pp, ISBN: 9791222308937

Francesca Bocca-Aldaqre, the book's author, is a theology professor at the Italian
Institute of Islamic Studies and Arab Culture at the Academy of Humanities in Milan.
The book explores the Islamic community's experiences and

i i i ino i FRANCESCA
identity demands in the Western context, shedding light on BOCCA-ALDAQRE

historical, philosophical, and social aspects often overlooked in
Italian public discourse. It addresses pressing issues such as the
veil, integration, terrorism, and minority rights, which have DELL’l SL AM
hindered the development of Islamic continuity in Italy. The
author critiques the interactions between Islam and Italy, from
interfaith dialogue to political advocacy, and envisions a future
where culture serves as a bridge for genuine integration. By
offering a fresh perspective, this book seeks to promote mutual
understanding between Italian society and its Muslim
population, ultimately helping Italian Muslims forge a cohesive cultural identity that
allows them to feel a deep sense of belonging in Italy.
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Islamic Presence in Spain

Hanan El Mtichi, Islamic Presence in Spain: History, Reality and Prospects, AL-Shuh
ud Center, Fez — Morocco, 2025, 180 pp, ISBN: 6-660-24-9920-978

The book is authored by researcher Hanan EL-Mtichi, a specialist in Islamic thought,
doctrine, and religions. This work attempts to shed light on the historical Islamic
civilizational legacy in Spain, past, present, and understand its
extended impact on Spanish and European identity. The book
consists of an introduction, a conclusion, and three chapters. The Lilw] 3 rotluljg sl
first chapter discusses the history of Islamic presence in Spain, s
starting from the Andalusian civilization and its flourishing, .
followed by its decline, and then the return of Islamic presence =
after the deterioration through political changes, the resurgence
of Andalusian nationalism, cultural transformations, and the
emergence of Arab studies. The second chapter focuses on the
contemporary presence and challenges, explaining the reality of [§ .
Muslims in Spain: freedom of religion, the 1992 agreement, and 1nterna1 and extemal
challenges in managing religious affairs, addressing the phenomenon of
Islamophobia. The third chapter explores the prospects of Islamic presence in Spain
and the Western world, envisioning its future, the role of Islam in promoting human
values and coexistence, and its potential contributions to the development of Spanish
society and other Western countries.
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Thanks to Islam

Franco Cardini, Thanks to Islam, Editions Paper first, Roma, Italy, 2025, 265 pp.
ISBN: 9791255431114

The book is regarded as one of the most important works published in Italy by Franco
Cardini, a prominent historian specializing in medieval history, the humanities, and
social sciences, and currently an honorary professor at the L T
University of Pisa. In this influential study, Cardini examines I
the shared historical foundations of Eastern and Western GRAZI[ Isu“_
civilizations and the long-standing interactions between the
Islamic and European worlds. He deliberately distances himself
from condescending and exclusionary Eurocentric narratives
grounded in assumptions of Western superiority. The book
presents Islam as a civilization deeply rooted in Hellenistic-
Mediterranean culture and Abrahamic monotheism, portraying
it as a continuation of Jewish and Christian traditions and a vital
link in the historical transmission of science, philosophy, and
knowledge. Cardini argues that Europe owes a substantial debt
to Islam, rejecting portrayals of Islamic civilization as inherently violent or
exploitative. Instead, he emphasizes its enduring contributions to mathematics, logic,
astronomy, cartography, geography, medicine, engineering, trade, and university
education—contributions that shaped Europe after the Middle Ages and formed an
essential part of global intellectual and scientific development.
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