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This study examines the limits of integration as a framework for explaining
membership in societies where migration has become structural. It proposes “mutual
belonging” as a framework that shifts analysis from migrants’ adaptation to the
relationships, rules, and institutions through which membership and recognition are
produced. Spain serves as the analytical case, focusing on people of Moroccan origin
and Muslims as partially overlapping categories, without assuming equivalence
between national origin and religious belonging.

The study adopts conceptual analysis within a documentary case-study design,
drawing on Spanish legislation, documents, and international scholarship. Evidence
is differentiated according to its relevance to Moroccans, Muslims, their intersection,
Arab-origin populations, and migrants or religious diversity, while the legal and
political framework is treated as a separate level.

The study assesses the framework’s explanatory capacity rather than seeking
empirical validation. “Mutual belonging” comprises five dimensions: equal
recognition, meaningful participation, institutional justice, symbolic stability of
membership, and societal transformability. The findings suggest that Spain can be
described as a “transitional migration society,” where legal and policy frameworks
have developed more clearly than institutional, social forms of belonging.
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2! Virtudes Téllez Delgado, “Somos ciudadanos musulmanes espafioles : posibilidades de
conciliar la ciudadania espafiola y la religiosidad islamica”, in Angeles Ramirez, ed., La
alteridad imaginada: el panico moral y la construccion de lo musulman en Espafia y Francia,
Bellaterra, Barcelona, 2014,p 219.

22 Laura Mijares Molina and Johanna Martine Lems, “Luchando contra la subalternidad: las
reivindicaciones de la poblacion musulmana en Madrid”, Revista de Estudios Internacionales
Mediterraneos, n.° 24, 2018, p109
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23 Instituto Nacional de Estadistica, “Estadistica Continua de Poblacién. 1 de abril de 2026.
Datos provisionales”, 7 de mayo de 2026¢ Instituto Nacional de Estadistica, “Estadistica de
Adgquisiciones de Nacionalidad Espafiola de Residentes. Afio 2025”, 28 de mayo de 2026¢
Espafia, Ley 26/1992, de 10 de noviembre.

24 Instituto Nacional de Estadistica, “Estadistica Continua de Poblacion. 1 de abril de 2026.
Datos provisionales™ Instituto Nacional de Estadistica, “Estadistica de Adquisiciones de
Nacionalidad Espafiola de Residentes. Afio 2025”.
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32 Adoracién Castro Jover and Maite Uriarte Ricote, La situacion urbanistica de los lugares
de culto, Fundacion Pluralismo y Convivencia, Madrid, 2021¢ José Daniel Pelayo Olmedo,
coord., Conviv@ula: ;Preparados para lo diverso? Escuela, factor religioso y gestion de la
diversidad, Fundacion Pluralismo y Convivencia, Madrid, 2022¢ Oscar Salguero,
“Cementerios musulmanes y derecho a la ciudad: necesidades y demandas de las comunidades
musulmanas en Espafia”, Revista del Museo de Antropologia, 16, 1n.° 3, 2023, 323.

33 TInstituto Nacional de Estadistica, “Estadistica de Adquisiciones de Nacionalidad Espafiola
de Residentes. Afio 2025
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35 Virtudes Téllez Delgado, “Somos ‘ciudadanos musulmanes espafioles’: posibilidades de
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40" Ministerio del Interior, Informe sobre la evolucion de los delitos e incidentes de odio en
Espaiia 2025, Madrid, 2026.
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