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ABSTRACT

This study aims to highlight the features of moderation (wasatiyya) in Malik1 legal
thought by exploring its methodological presence in the processes of ijtihad (juridical
reasoning) and fatwa (legal opinion). The Maliki school is characterized by its adoption
of the principle of moderation across the various stages of the legal process, which has
enabled it to issue balanced legal rulings that take into account the objectives of the
Shari‘a and the realities of context. This methodological moderation has contributed to
making Maliki jurisprudence a model of equilibrium and justice in both theory and
application.

The research is structured around four main sections. The first discusses the
methods of understanding and derivation, highlighting balance in the interpretation of
legal texts. The second addresses the method of establishing legal foundations and
principles, reinforcing the rules of ijtihad through a moderate approach. The third
explores the method of aiming toward legal objectives and reasoning (ta ‘i),
emphasizing the connection between rulings and their underlying purposes. The fourth
examines the method of practical application and contextualization (tanzil and tahqig
al-manat), which demonstrates how moderation is reflected in dealing with new legal
issues.

The study concludes that adopting moderation in these legal pathways provides a
sound foundation for ijtihad, resulting in well-grounded legal opinions that balance
textual fidelity with purposeful reasoning, and stability with renewal.
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