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ABSTRACT

This article explores the influence of Islamic thought and culture on Jewish philosophers in
general, with a particular focus on the Jewish philosopher Ibn Kammuna. The significance
of this choice lies in the relative scarcity of studies on Ibn Kammuna compared to more
prominent Jewish philosophers such as Maimonides and Al-Fayyumi. Ibn Kammuna had a
close relationship with Islamic civilization, to which he belonged by birth, education, and
intellectual orientation. He even wrote his works in the style of Muslim scholars and
philosophers.

The study aims to introduce the personality and thought of Ibn Kammuna and to examine
the aspects of his influence by Islamic philosophical thought. The article is divided into two
sections. The first section discusses the influence of Arab-Islamic thought and culture on
Jewish philosophers and thinkers. The second section focuses on the specific manifestations
of Ibn Kammuna's influence by Arab-Islamic thought and culture. This influence is clearly
reflected in his frequent use of expressions of praise and supplication to Allah, his prayers
and peace upon the Prophet Muhammad, his adoption of Ash’arism in contrast to most
Jewish thinkers, his deep immersion in Islamic philosophy, his use of the Arabic language
for writing and classification, and his composition of poetry in the style of Arab-Muslim
poets.
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“Since Ibn Kammuna was also the author of an extensive handbook of ophthalmology, it seems reasonably certain
that he was by profession a physician specializing in the diseases of the eye, and his honorary title "Izz al Dawla"
would indicate that he had achieved considerable eminence in this field, probably serving as physician in ordinary
to high government officials” Leon Nemoy, The Arabic Treatise on the Immortality of the Soul by Sad ibn Mansur

ibn Kammuna (XIII Century), Facsimile Reproduction of the Only Known Manuscript (Cod. Landberg 510, fol.
58-70) in the Yale University Library. With a Bibliographical Note. New Haven 1944, prefatory note.
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¢ “He was, in fact, a very productive thinker, and a scholar well in tune with developments in the philosophy and
science of his day. He had personal contact with some leading intellectuals, and he played an important role in the
delusion of some new trends of thought.” Tzvi Langermann, Ibn Kammiina and the ‘‘new wisdom’’ of the
thirteenth century, Arabic Sciences and Philosophy, vol. 15 (2005) pp. 277-327, Cambridge University Press, p
278.
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! “The author of the chronicle that contains this passage also wrote a biographical dictionary that includes a brief
note about Ibn Kammiina. it stresses the scientific philosophic erudition and fame of the man.” Ibn Kammiina Saad
Ibn Mansur, Examination of the inquiries into the three faiths.
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4 Pourjavady Reza and Sabine Schmidtke. A Jewish Philosopher of Baghdad. Izz al-Dawla Ibn Kammuna and His
Writings, Edited by H. Daiber and D. Pingree, Volume LXV, Brill, Leiden, Boston, 2006.
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"Izz al-Dawla Saad b. Mansur b. Saad b. al-Hasan b. Hibat Allah, genannt ibn Kammuna, in Agypten, trat zum

Islam iber, vielleicht kurz vor Abfassung von." Steinschneider Moritz, Die arabische Literatur der Juden,
Universitits- und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt, Frankfurt a. M., 1902, p 302.
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Hirschfeld Leo, Ibn Kammuna Saad Ibn Mansur und seine polemische schrifte, Hohen philosophischen fakultat,
universitat Heidelberg, p 9.
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! "Though his writings as a rule do not betray his Judaism - if anything, they read like the work of a devout, if
philosophically inclined, Muslim". Tzvi Langermann, Ibn Kammiina, article in Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy, www.plato.stanford.edu, accessed on Oct. 12, 2022.
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! “No Jewish author seems to have consider-ed him worthy of mention.” Leon Nemoy, Ibn Kammiina Treatise on
the Differences between the Rabbanites and the Karaites, University of Pennsylvania Press, The Jewish Quarterly
Review, Vol. 63, No. 2 (Oct. 1972), p 97.
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