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European and international levels,
starting from the pluralistic Belgian
context.

The ICST strives to produce and develop
objective and qualitative knowledge that
meets the needs of our diverse society,
taking into account its diverse
philosophical, educational and socio-
cultural dimensions, focusing on the
study of Islam in the European and
Western context based on an internal
Islamic approach.
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In the name of Allah, the
Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful.
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Reading Islam from Europe:
Towards a Renewed Academic
Discourse’

Dr. Mohammed DAHIRI ﬂ

* Complutense University of Madrid,

*

Spain IJTIHAD CENTER
i . L FOR STUDIES AND TRAINING
* Editorial Secretary of ljtihad Journal

mdahiri@ucm.es

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.17021999

We are pleased to present to researchers and esteemed readers the third issue
of ljtihad Journal for Islamic and Arabic Studies, a peer-reviewed scientific
publication that, since its inception, has sought to contribute to renewing
knowledge about Islam within European contexts and to establishing a critical
and pluralistic space for dialogue, reflection, and rigorous academic research.

" To cite this article:

DAHIRI, Mohammed, Editorial of the Third Issue, Reading Islam from Europe: Towards a

Renewed Academic Discourse, ljtihad Journal for Islamic and Arabic Studies, ljtihad

Center for Studies and Training, Belgium, Vol. 2, Issue 3, June 2025, 17-20.
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This issue continues the journal’s mission of exploring issues of Islamic
and Arab thought and its place in contemporary European and Western
societies, through a scholarly lens open to various fields of knowledge — from
linguistic and Orientalist studies, to jurisprudence, philosophy, and history, and
on to Qur’anic studies, interfaith and intercultural dialogue, coexistence,
dialogue of civilizations, migration, and parallel diplomacy.

Since the publication of its previous issue, the journal has received twenty-
five articles from European and Arab universities and research centers in
Denmark, Morocco, Algeria, Egypt, Tunisia, and Germany. After an initial
evaluation by the editorial board and a subsequent double-blind peer review,
seven articles met the journal’s scientific quality standards and were accepted
for publication. Twelve were rejected, and six were placed on hold pending
substantial revisions, with the possibility of publication in future issues if
resubmitted within the specified deadlines.

This issue features seven peer-reviewed research papers, a special section
for book reviews and recent publications, and a “Thoughts & Reflections”
column — reflecting the journal’s commitment to methodological and
thematic diversity, as well as its aim to open multiple avenues of research for
understanding religious and cultural phenomena in contemporary contexts.

The first paper, titled "The Position of the Arabic Language in German
Oriental Studies” by Dr. Abdelmalek HIBAOUI, traces the evolution of
German Orientalism’s relationship with Arabic from the 12th century to the
present, highlighting contributions to teaching Arabic, editing texts, and
cataloguing manuscripts. The article highlights the centrality of philology in
German Orientalist institutions and advocates for a critical examination of this
legacy to envision its future.

The second paper, "Popular Diplomacy of Moroccans Living Abroad:
Models in Service of National Causes" by Dr. Rachid MODNI, examines the
concept of public diplomacy as a non-traditional form of international
influence. It showcases initiatives by members of the Moroccan diaspora
advocating for their homeland in global forums, and analyzes how such efforts
can enhance Morocco’s image abroad outside official state channels.

The third paper, "Entangled Histories: Religious Discourse and Franco-
Spanish Colonialism Through the Lens of an American in Morocco’s Rif
Region" by Abdellatif LABKADRI, offers a fresh reading of Vincent Sheean’s
An American among the Riffians to deconstruct the religious and cultural
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representations of northern Morocco during colonial times. It examines the
interplay between religious discourse, political dynamics, and social imagery
during the Franco-Spanish colonial period in the Rif (1921-1926), employing
a combined narrative-historical and Foucauldian discourse analysis approach.

The fourth paper, "Dialogue of Civilizations: Between the Directives of
Holy Scripture and the Constraints of Reality: Islamic-Christian Dialogue as
a Model" by Dr. Said NAQCHI, sheds light on the tension between the clear
recommendations in the Qur’an and the Bible regarding dialogue and the
societal and political reservations that hinder it. The study calls for overcoming
historical mistrust and promoting scholarly and religious encounters as a
pathway to mutual understanding and peace.

The fifth paper, “The Question of Qur’anicity in Logic and Kalam: An
Expository Article on the Nature And Levels of Qur’anic Manifestation” by
Dr. Hamza FAZRY, explores the relationship between the Qur’anic text and
the sciences of logic and kalam (Islamic theology), aiming to analyze the
nature of Qur’anic discourse without being confined to traditional
methodologies or the Greek-Islamic critical heritage.

The sixth paper, "The Deviation of Secular Readings of the Qur’anic Text:
Muhammad Shahrour’s Interpretation of Polygamy Verses as a Case Study"
by Dr. Mustafa TOUATI, offers a critical analysis of Shahrour’s modernist
interpretation, focusing on his approach to polygamy as a case study. It
examines his epistemological background and identifies methodological
shortcomings in his reading of the Qur’an.

The seventh and final paper, "Paths of Ijtihad in Maliki Jurisprudential
Thought and their Functions in Implementing the Principle of Moderation" by
Dr. Nabil TANTANI, identifies four methodological paths — understanding,
foundation, purposive reasoning, and application — that enable Maliki
jurisprudence to balance text and intent when addressing new issues.

In addition to these rich studies, the issue contains two reviews: a critical
review of “The Manufacturing of Extremism in the West: Insights into
Religious, Political and Individual Radicalism” by Tijani Boulaouali, written
by Achraf Laroussi; and a presentation of Islam in Europe: Public Spaces and
Civic Networks by Spyris A. Sofos and Rosa Tsagarousianou, reviewed by Dr.
Mimoun Daoudi. The issue also includes an introduction to Contemporary
Moroccan Thought in Philosophy, Theology, Society, and Culture titled
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“Writing as an Intellectual and Critical Recognition” by Dr. Mohammed
HASHAS, translated by Sara ELHADI.

Furthermore, this issue features updates on the activities of the Jjtihad
Center for Arabic and Islamic Studies over the past six months, including
events organized independently and those held in partnership with affiliated
research units, as well as with Western and Arab universities and institutes.
This section aims to keep readers and researchers informed about current
intellectual and academic developments in the West and the Arab-Islamic
world, particularly those that intersect with the journal’s and the Center’s
interests.

The editorial board renews its invitation to scholars — especially those
working within European and Western contexts or on topics related to them —
to submit original academic work for future issues. Jjtihad is a peer-reviewed
journal that adheres to rigorous international academic standards and promotes
methodological diversity to advance balanced critical scholarship on Islamic-
Arabic studies both in the Arab-Islamic world and in European and Western
contexts.

The editorial board first evaluates all submissions before being sent for
double-blind peer review by experienced specialists in the relevant fields. The
journal is committed to the highest academic and scientific standards found in
internationally ranked scholarly publications.

In conclusion, the editorial board extends sincere thanks and appreciation
to all contributors to this issue, to the peer reviewers who dedicated their time
and expertise to ensuring the quality of published work, and to everyone who
supports this ambitious and promising scholarly project and helps to advance
its academic mission.

Madrid, June 28, 2025
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ABSTRACT

This article examines the evolution of German Orientalism’s relationship with the
Arabic language, spanning from its inception in the 12th century to the modern era,
and highlighting its diverse contributions to the study of Arab-Islamic heritage.
German Orientalists have played a pioneering role in teaching Arabic, editing texts,
translating, publishing, cataloguing manuscripts, and more. These efforts have helped
shape a vast body of knowledge that contributed to a deeper understanding of cultural
identity from the perspective of the "Other".

The article traces the different phases that German Orientalism has undergone in its
engagement with the Arabic language, analyzing the characteristics that defined each
stage and the factors that influenced its evolution. It sheds light on the importance
placed on Arabic texts—both poetic and prose—and on the institutional emphasis on
Arabic philology as a core academic discipline within Oriental studies departments in
Germany. The article concludes that German Orientalism has significantly contributed
to building an intellectual bridge between Arab-Islamic culture and the West. This calls
upon Arab scholars to approach this legacy with critical awareness to understand its
dynamics and anticipate its future directions.

KEYWORDS:

German Orientalism; Arabic Language; Arabic Philology; Arab-Islamic Heritage;
Oriental Studies.
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ABSTRACT

This research paper explores the concept of popular diplomacy as a non-traditional
form of modern diplomacy, distinguished by its flexibility and independence from
official state directives. It relies on individual and collective initiatives that reflect the
voice of the people and values of global solidarity and cooperation. The paper aims to
shed light on Moroccan popular diplomacy, positioning it as an effective tool for
supporting national causes; particularly through the efforts of Moroccan expatriates.

The study analyzes the foundations, goals, and opportunities offered by this
alternative diplomacy. It showcases a range of initiatives led by Moroccan migrants
defending Morocco’s interests on the international stage and promoting its cultural
image outside of formal frameworks.

The study concludes that investing in the competencies of Moroccans abroad can
enhance Morocco’s presence on the global scene and turn popular diplomacy into a
strategic lever for promoting and defending national interests through soft and
impactful means.

KEYWORDS:

Moroccans Living Abroad; Popular Diplomacy; Honorary Ambassadors; Parallel
Diplomatic Action; Citizen Diplomacy.
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ABSTRACT

This paper critically engages with Vincent Sheean’s An American Among the Riffi —
a 20th-century American travelogue — to interrogate the intertwined histories of
religious rhetoric, socio-cultural portrayal, and Franco-Spanish colonialism in
Morocco’s Rif region (1921-1926), shortly after the Battle of Annual, led by Mohamed
Ben Abdel-Krim EL-Khattabi. Focused on Islamic studies in the West and the
reevaluation of Orientalist narratives, the article utilizes a bi-faceted methodological
approach: a comparative historical analysis to examine Sheean’s account against
colonial archives, and Foucauldian discourse analysis to dismantle his cultural
perceptions of the Rifian community. By situating the text within the broader context
of Western travel literature on Muslim societies, the study identifies a gap in the
scholarship, particularly regarding the Rif War’s religious and anti-colonial
dimensions. The analysis reveals a pivotal critical finding: Sheean’s representation of
Riffian cultural and religious practices — often framed through vilification or
miscomprehension — reflects established Orientalist tropes that conflate Islamic
identity with resistance to European colonialism. The essay contributes to Islamic
Studies in the West by tracing how American travelogues shaped perceptions of
Muslim societies during colonial conflict.

KEYWORDS:

Religion; Discourse; Colonialism; Islam; Representations; The West; Orientalism.
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L. INTRODUCTION'

The subgenre of travel writing remains a rich literary genre that encompasses
a wide range of cultural and historical narratives. Travelogues transcend being
mere entertaining accounts that focus on plain illustrations of journeys
throughout the globe, albeit they entail the worldviews of their writers. Put
differently, the subjectivity of travel narrators overwhelmingly prevails in their
selected stories about a particular people within a specific time, blending
sometimes reality with fiction. Hence, it is incumbent upon critics and
academic researchers to expose the biases and fictional tales, employing
analytical, textual, and content analysis approaches.

Owing to its status as an attractive destination, located just ten miles away
from Europe, Morocco has always been an alluring subject for numerous travel
writers who have documented their notes, comments, and views about their
trips in celebrated travel records mainly in French and English. This paper
restricts its scope of research to American travel writings, which might be
traced back to the eighteenth-century captivity narratives in the so-called
‘Barbary Coast’ of North Africa. Twain’s account, The Innocent Abroad
(1869), Edith Wharton’s In Morocco (1920), and belated travel writers such as
Paul Bowles and Vincent Sheean, to name but a few, constitute mainly the
travel writings that depict Morocco as an archetype of the East at large, with
complete neglect of Morocco’s specific history and culture. In this regard,
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travelogues are worth studying as they shape living testimonies of how
Morocco has been perceived and represented to Western readerships.

This qualitative type of research aims to investigate how Vincent Sheean
represents Islam in his travelogue through a Christian lens in the Rif of
Morocco. Since its publication in 1926, Sheean's journal failed to pique the
interest of any notable Moroccan academics, resulting in his travelogue fading
into obscurity. Being a young journalist, he was appointed by the Chicago
Tribune.! As a reporter, I traveled to Morocco in 1925 to cover the Rif
resistance against Spanish colonization in the North. I interviewed Mohamed
Ben Abdel-Krim Al-Khattabi, a well-known figure in the Rif and the Arab-
Islamic world. His name was engraved in Morocco's history, and his triumph
and militant tactics inspired later world leaders and revolutionary figures who
fought against colonial hegemony, including Ho Chi Minh, Mao Zedong, and
Che Guevara, to name a few.

An American Among the Riffi is not a mere travel diary that contains its
author’s observations throughout his voyage. Instead, it includes historical
interpretations and perceptions. History, in a sense, is a journey in which
historians become travelers. It is generally known that history cannot be
dissociated from travel writing studies due to their interconnected and
crisscrossed nature. Whereas numerous historians in the past were primarily
concerned with the ascendance and demise of kings, “such voyagers
concentrated on issues that were not deemed — at the time — to be historical
elements: traditions, customs, feasts, fauna and flora, architecture, food, art,
and common people's and royal staff's home lives.”> Now that travel journeys
encompass, at the level of content, a sheer amount of miscellaneous historical,
geographical, and ethnographical knowledge, they are widely considered to
be among the sources on which historians rely. Hence, the significance of
such travel writing on the Rif of Morocco in helping produce historical
accounts is invaluable. In this respect, historians are left with the heavy and
painstaking task of sifting factual stories from imaginary ones, equipped with
a theoretical framework, based on comparative, historical, and sociological

!'See Sheean’s first article about the Rif in the Chicago Tribune in Daoudi (2022, p 27)
2 Chaouch, Khalid. “Interdisciplinarity and the (Re)- writing of Moroccan History: The
Contribution of English Travel Narratives and Captivity Accounts”. In Cultures and
Languages in Contact IV. Ed. R. Erguing et al. 2017, p 86
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criticism, knowing that history and sociology are two constitutive components
of the historians’ field of expertise. Surprisingly enough, some travelers allow
themselves a particular kind of audacious authorship. In this line of reasoning,
Henry Fielding (1996) opines that travelers tailor, embellish, and feed journey
narratives with their authors’ imagination and memories, namely those
travelers who do not write their journeys immediately, albeit after a while
when they are back home, paying no regard to potential lapses of memory,
which is the exact case of Sheean’s journal.

REPORTERS IN THE RIF REGION

The Rif War had a substantial influence on global society. The battles in the
Rif were widely reported in the international press and drew the attention of
global leaders, intellectuals, and journalists. The conflict was viewed as a
symbol of resistance against colonialism, inspiring anti-colonial movements
worldwide. Given that, numerous European and American correspondents
visited the Rif during 1924 and 1925, seeking an interview with Mohamed Ben
Abdel-Krim,! who welcomed foreign reporters as they were the media
platform through which the Rifian cause was disseminated. However, some
correspondents, such as Henry Wales, Floyd Gibbons, and Clarence Streit, did
not enter the Rif. They remained in Rabat, Fez, and Tangier, relying solely on
Spanish and French military and political press releases.” By contrast, Ward
Price from the London Daily Mail and Paul Scott Mowrer, who represented the
Chicago Daily News, were the first journalists to meet the Riffian chief. Yet,
Furneaux (1967) asserts that Idriss, the son of Mohamed Ben Abdel-Krim,
found Mowrer’s descriptions of his father and of the Rifian community
ridiculous, which shows Mowrer’s ignorance (p. 144). More important than
the previous testimony about Paul Scott Mowrer, Daoudi (2022)° reveals the
mistranslation of the handwritten message that Mohamed Ben Abdel-Krim
sent to the American people in 1924, published in the Chicago Daily Mail.

! See Shean (1926, p. xxix)

2 See Larrry Rue, I fly for News. 255-307, 1963; “Writers Win Fame”, “The Chicago
Tribune”, Feb, 1963; qtd. in Daoudi (2022, p 24)

3 See the introduction of Daoudi Mohamed (2022) in which he states his comments on his
translation of An American Among the Rif
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Mowrer translated the Arabic word “Amir” into “Sultan,”! which, according
to Daoudi, is an inaccurate and dishonest translation (pp. 50-51). One is
perhaps permitted to grasp the extent to which some journalists and travelers
bend the narratives, complying with what people wanted to hear, regardless of
distorting facts. At the time, Western literature disseminated the idea that
Mohamed Ben Abdel-Krim was a separatist or a new pretender to the
Moroccan throne, like El Roghi (Bou Hmara), an unsubstantiated allegation.
Furenaux (1967) refutes this claim, affirming that Mohamed Ben Abdel-Krim
forbade Riffians from praying for him during the Friday Prayers and rejected
the title “Sultan” (p. 85). Another noteworthy later reporter is the young
American journalist, James Vincent Sheean, whose narrative—-4n American
Among the Riffi—will be the focal point of the following section.

PREVIOUS STUDIES

As stated earlier, this travelogue has remained understudied by critics and
academics. There are only a few articles dealing with Sheean’s work. Moustaid
(2022) asserts that An American Among the Riffi serves as a model for a new
generation of American journalists whose work was closely linked to other
literary genres. Among these celebrated journalists and authors is the Nobel
Prize-winning author Ernest Hemingway, who was a friend of Vincent Sheean
and worked with him as a war correspondent for various newspapers in Spain
and France. Sheean was part of an American network of authors and poets for
whom he also published biographies. At that time, the American press had
strong ties with France, which provided it with considerable latitude,
prompting numerous newspapers to open subsidiary offices in Paris, where
Sheean then worked.? Being settled in Paris between the interwar period and
fascinated by France might be considered suggestive evidence of Sheean’s
positive attitude toward French imperial policy in Morocco. Needless to say,
France was a popular destination for countless American youngsters who were
seeking new adventures and great liberty.

! See Daoudi (2022), the appendix picture (7) that illustrates the message of Ben Abdel-Krim
to the American people

2 See Moustaid. Mohamed. "t st 525 5591 5 Adlanall ¢y 3 gaall 5 2 puall 10y N (s So el [An
American Among the Riff: the Narrative and the Boundaries between Journalism and
Anthropology] March 2022. URL: https://institute.aljazeera.net/ar/ajr/article/1855
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Again, Moustaid (2022) concurs with what Sheean himself asserts in his
autobiography (1937), namely that during his undergraduate studies, he
became interested in the Islamic world, particularly the history of the Wahhabi
movement, and subsequently authored a book about Iran.! Sheean, while not
being an anthropological expert, employed journalistic narration, observation,
discussion, and inquiry to provide rich raw material about the Rifian people,
their language, religion, and customs. From an American perspective, he
voiced sympathy for the difficulties faced by women. He was not a "fast food"
journalist who covered military news without a scientific background, as many
journalists do; instead, he was briefed on expert research regarding the region.?

Despite several misconceptions owing to the lack of academic studies on
the Rif at the time, Sheean maintained his interest in the region and published
a critical article on an ethnographic novel about the Rifians — Flesh of Wild Ox
(1932) — by the American anthropologist Carleton Coon (p. 3). Critically
speaking, one might feel confused by the previous assumption, as the
anthropological studies — Coon (1931) and Hart (1976) — were conducted after
Sheean’s visit to the Rif. Yet the only accounts that Sheean refers to in his
travelogue are Agadir by Joseph Caillaux, Twain (1867), and Harris (1921).
Given that Sheean was only exposed to travel writings about Morocco, one
might argue that these writings influenced and shaped his perspective on the
Rifian community. Furthermore, Sheean (1937) himself straightforwardly
admits in his autobiography that there were no ethnographic or anthropological
surveys about the Rifian community on which one could rely at the time; such
material became available only three years after his visit to the Rif — alluding
to Coon’s Tribes of the Rif — (p. 117).

THEORETICAL APPROACH

It has been argued that, in the Foucauldian sense, knowledge can serve as a
tool for exerting authority over other individuals and communities. Put
differently, the long history of Western travel texts reflects the strong linkage

! Sheean, Vincent. Personal History. Garden City. Publishing Co. 1937, pp 14-15
2 Ibid, Moustaid
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between documentation and power that characterizes colonial discourse.'
Acknowledging the complicity of travel literature in imperial expansion, Pratt
(1992), in a study entirely devoted to travel accounts, asserts that countless
travel books are merely a means to an end in the Machiavellian sense. That is,
the legacy of European imperialism is an outcome of premediated journeys,
aimed at reconstructing and reproducing “the rest of the world” (pp 4-5). By
the same token, Anjum Faraz (2014) observes in his analytical study of travel
writing “that travel narrative is directly or indirectly linked with the European
project of colonialism.” “Notably, American and European travelers have
been charged with supporting the colonial project in Morocco” (Chaouch, p
85). This suggests that the bulk of travel accounts constitutes an essential part
of the ideological apparatus of empire-making, when excursions become raids
and pilgrimage becomes a crusade. According to Robert Clarke (2018), travel
narratives have been deeply implicated in naturalizing and celebrating the
ethos of European hegemony over the last 500 years. This culminates in several
accounts where travelers romanticize the colonizers and eulogize their imperial
policy toward the colonies, while vilifying the colonized peoples who, as well
stated in Karl Marx’s essay, “can’t represent themselves, yet they must be
represented.””  This indicates the extent to which the patronizing and
paternalistic perspective of Western travelogues is saturated with power
discourse.

David Spurr’s account, The Rhetoric of Empire, argues that travel narratives
provide a plethora of information for future colonial administrators about the
conditions and environment of their prospective colonies by describing,
deploying, and alluring them to possess these parts of the world. Hence,
adopting the Foucauldian concept of the power-knowledge relationship, such
colonial travel accounts engender discursive authority both over subordinate
colonies, by subjecting them to ordeals, and over imperial officials, by
generating legitimacy of their conquests. Similarly, it is the cultural formation

' See also Bejjit, Karim. < sal Jss sy s ¥ U ) i suai (8 el 3 - 3 Y] 5 ) gumr g A
[Morocco: description and travel; European travellers writings], Dar el Aman. 2013

It is an interesting critical study of European travel accounts on Morocco during the 18" and
19" centuries.

2 See Marx. The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte. 2" edit. Chapter 7. 1889, p 62
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and practice that Edward Said highlights in Orientalism, illustrating the
tremendous impact of such narratives on the making of imperialist empires.

In light of the aforementioned critical approach, this paper will analyze the
structure and discourse of Sheean’s narrative: An American Among the Riffi.
Through textual and extratextual analysis, this essay will reveal what the text
conceals and the unvoiced meanings that demonstrate the author’s perspectives
toward Morocco and the Rif region. It will also introduce Vincent Sheean’s
paradigm upon which he relies to depict the socio-cultural and religious
practices during the Rif War of Independence (1921-1926).

RELIGIOUS DISCOURSE

Religious speech remains instrumental in the context of representing the East
and related studies. It is debated that religions such as Islam, Hinduism,
Buddhism, and others are frequently depicted in this discourse as exotic,
mysterious, and even fundamentally inferior to Western religious traditions.
Orientalist researchers and authors regularly analyze and represent Eastern
faiths through a Eurocentric or Americentric prism, imposing Western
religious concepts and frameworks. Religious and messianic rhetoric may be
interwoven with imperialistic enterprises, serving to justify and legitimize
Western colonial goals. An examination of religious discourse in An American
Among the Riffi illustrates the intricate dynamics of power, representation, and
cultural  exchange between  Western/American  Christianity  and
Moroccan/Riffian Islam.

Islam and Wahhabism

One might be astonished by Sheean’s determination to depict the Riffian chief
and his community as devotees of Wahhabism (p. 59). To fathom this
unjustified claim, it can be argued that Sheean’s prior perceptions played an
immense role. It suffices to mention that during his undergraduate studies at
the University of Chicago, Sheean worked on the history of the Wahhabism
movement in the Middle East. This explains, as Daoudi (2022) notes, that
Sheean’s knowledge of Islam and its practices may have been limited to
Wahhabism, which emerged and flourished on the eve of the 19th century (p.
46). In the same vein, Hart (1976) disagrees with Sheean’s judgment, arguing
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that Mohamed Ben Abd-el-Krim, driven by the Riffian nationalism, was a
Salaffi Islahi (conventional reformist), influenced by both Mohammad Abdubh,
one of the icons of the Arab Renaissance and the Young Turks Movement,
which called for a constitutional monarchy in the Othman Empire (p. 372).
Moreover, historians confirm that Sultan Mulai Sulaiman introduced
Wahhabism to the Moroccan Sultanate, though it failed to make a noticeable
impact on Moroccans. Given that, one is invited to grasp a paramount
conclusion: Sheean clearly lacked precise knowledge of the historical
background of Wahhabism in Morocco.

Christian vs Islamic Education

As stated earlier, the superiority discourse forms the backbone of the
Orientalist perspective. That is, a power relation exists between colonizers and
their subjects, implying the superiority of one race over another. Sheean does
not fail to touch upon this discursive language and its allusions, as seen in the
following quote that compares and contrasts Riffian education with that of
Americans:

He [a Riffi] got his pencil to work and checked over the answers, and
then gave up with a despondent sigh. He said he did not understand
how such things were done without figuring out; he admitted it was the
superiority of Christian education, which the Koran could not combat.

(p. 219).

The excerpt introduces a form of superiority discourse rooted in the
comparison between Western/ American and Eastern/Moroccan education.
Sheean argues that the capacity to solve problems through logic and reasoning,
symbolized by the act of "figuring," is a product of American education, which
he believes is superior to Moroccan Quranic education.

From an academic standpoint, it is essential to recognize that the passage
represents the perspective of a particular individual and does not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the broader Christian or Islamic communities. When
discussing such topics, it is crucial to avoid generalizations and stereotyping.

The link between the act of "figuring" and a more excellent education is a
significant component of the quotation. While critical thinking and problem-
solving skills are crucial parts of education, it is essential to remember that
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these abilities are not exclusive to any “religion” or ethnic group. It is a
misconception to suppose that these qualities belong solely to Christian
education or that they are inaccessible in Islamic education, since both systems
may encourage critical thinking skills in their unique ways.

Such comparisons risk reinforcing an "us versus them" mindset and lead to
a contentious debate that diminishes the significance of varied educational
approaches. It is crucial to appreciate the variation within and across religious
traditions, as well as the reality that educational institutions within each
religion can differ significantly.

Concerning the pedagogy of Moroccan education, Sheean notes that Arab
boys “memorize the Koran by screaming it verse by verse, year in and year
out, in a little crowded room where a score of other Moslem boys were
screaming the same or other verses at the same time” (p 157). Here, Sheean
reduces education in Morocco/Rif to memorizing and reciting verses without
involving any mental or intellectual effort. This implies the inferiority of this
kind of education, whereas Western/American education is portrayed as much
better; thus, leading readers to understand that graduates of Moroccan/Riffi
schools may not be intellectual competitors to Western/American ones.

It 1s also essential to address the implicit bias in the statement regarding the
Koran's inability to combat this perceived superiority of Christian education.
This unjust assumption disregards the intellectual and educational
contributions made in Islamic scholarship and the rich tradition of critical
thinking found within Islamic education. Put differently, the Western
historiographical tradition attributes progress to the West, overlooking the
tremendous achievements of Arab civilization. Overlooking Arab scientific
scholarship has become a trend among foreign and alienated domestic
intellectuals. Indeed, while much of Europe experienced political
fragmentation and limited scientific development during the Middle Ages,
Arab civilization in Andalusia (Islamic Spain) and Baghdad flourished,
making significant scientific and philosophical advancements. Arabs were not
just translators of Greek philosophy but also built on the legacies of Socrates,
Plato, and Aristotle. Additionally, contrary to Western historiography, Arabs
were not merely Bedouin conquerors; they established a great civilization in
Andalusia that included Muslims, Jews, and Christians under non-sectarian,
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progressive laws, exemplifying an early form of enlightenment before the
European Renaissance.

Islam and Christianity: Forced Juxtaposition

Sheean’s narrative teems with terms and concepts related to binary divisions,
such as Islam versus Christianity. The travelogue frequently addresses the
Rifians as “Mohammedan people” and the Arab nationalists as “Mohammedan
leaders” (pp. xiv, 100, 254, 264). In this respect, Sheean reveals his perception
of Islam, which aligns with most Orientalist scholars, referring to Muslims as
Mohammedan. Said (1978) argues that an analogical constraint shaped the
efforts of Christian intellectuals to comprehend Islam: because Christ is the
foundation of the Christian faith, it was supposed — quite wrongly — that
Mohammed stood in the same relation to Islam as Christ to Christianity.
Hence, Islam was given the controversial moniker "Mohammedanism," and
Mohammed was labeled an "impostor" (p 60). Sheean, indeed, failed to grasp
the profound connotation of the Arabic term ‘Muslim’, which is derived from
the Arabic root (aslama), conveying the meaning of submission and peace. A
true Muslim believer surrenders to Allah (God), not to Mohammed, who is His
messenger to all mankind, not just Arabs. The Prophet Mohammed, peace be
upon him, was tasked to receive God’s revelation and to deliver it without any
personal interpretation: “Nor does he speak from his (the Prophet) own desire;
it is an Inspiration revealed by Allah.”! Wrongly labeling Muslims as
Mohammedan reveals the common denominator between Sheean’s account
and Occidental essentialist scholarship: the imposition of foreign projections
onto distinct cultural contexts (Rif/Morocco). This exemplifies a theological
episteme that personifies faith, attributing Buddhism to Buda, Confucianism
to Confucius, Christianity to Christ, and “Mohammedanism” to Mohammed,
peace be upon him. This is, indeed, an epistemological flaw not grounded in
rigorous analysis. The Prophet Mohammed represents Islam, not its founder.
“Muhammad is nothing but a messenger before whom the messengers were
abandoned”. The Almighty reminds us that Muhammad is only a mortal
messenger like others before him who were sent by God to His creation, calling

"' Quran, 53: 3-4.
2 Quran, 2:144.
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people to worship and obey God. When their appointed times ended, they died,
and God reclaimed them. Abu Bakar Siddiq —the closest companion to the
Prophet— announced immediately after the Prophet’s death: “whoever
worships Allah, He is alive and has never died, and whoever worships
Muhammad, he is dead.”' Given that, Sheean's narrative reveals a total
ignorance of these fundamental creeds of Islam.

Jihad vs Crusade

Sheean mentions two terms, “Koran and sword”, as a natural collocation in
various contexts throughout his travel journal, associating them with the Rifian
community. This prompts readers to wonder how, in 1925, swords were still
utilized in the Rif/Morocco unless Sheean refers to them figuratively. Yet this
does not negate his crystal-clear intention to portray the Riffians as medieval
Muslim devotees, still clinging to swords as weapons once emblematic of the
Islamic empire-making era in the Arab peninsula. Furthermore, this forced
collocation alludes to a lingering historical allegation — created by Western
historiographers — that Islam was disseminated by the sword, through
bloodshed, and coercion. However, current statistics suggest otherwise: Islam
has now become the fastest-growing religion in the West, with neither guns
nor swords.>

In the following passage, Sheean also depicts the Rif War as a “Jihad”
against the Christian Crusades, rather than a war for the independence of
Morocco, which was colonized by imperial powers:

The conflict here is one of the most sharply significant of all the
conflicts wherein Islam, or any other Asiatic religious civilization, is
asserting its right to independence. Mohamed Ben Abdel-Krim is the
leader without whom the blind forces of Islam could never have
reached any kind of organization in Morocco...he has now definitely
assumed the role of Islam’s leader against Christian invasion. His
appeal to Islamic consciousness has been succinct and forceful. He has

!'See Sahih al-Bukhari (Hadit 3668)=

2 See Lipka, Michael, and Conrad Hackett. "Why Muslims Are the World’s Fastest-Growing
Religious Group." Pew Research Center, 6 Apr. 2017, https://www.pewresearch.org/short-
reads/2017/04/06/why-muslims-are-the-worlds-fastest-growing-religious-group/
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become the champion and hero of the revolt of Islam in the western half
vanished Islamic empire. He was considered a leader of Islam, one of
the hopes of the Moslem revival (“Introduction”, pp. 11, 12, 13).

Examining the embedded messages within this excerpt, it is clear that they
center on Islam and its role in the context of the Riffian cause. This remark
emphasizes the gravity of the fight, which includes Islam, or any other
religious civilization in Asia, demanding its right to independence. Sheean
understands the significance of this fight within the religious discourse and
highlights the struggle for freedom as a primary issue, albeit with a religious
tint. The excerpt also implies that Mohamed Ben Abdel-Krim was instrumental
in mobilizing Islamic troops in Morocco. According to the author, Islam would
not have reached any degree of organization in the Moroccan context without
his guidance. Furthermore, the passage emphasizes Abdel-Krim's role as a
leader of Islam in repelling Christian invasion, establishing him as a prominent
figure in the theological discourse surrounding the Rif struggle. The travelogue
recognizes Abdel-Krim's appeal to Islamic consciousness as succinct and
strong, portraying him as one of the optimistic figures contributing to Islam's
revival. This suggests that Abdel-Krim effectively appealed to Muslim
religious sensibilities, mobilizing them in resistance to perceived threats
against Islam. The quote further presents Abdel-Krim as the champion and
hero of an Islamic revolution in the western part of the lost Islamic empire,
implying his substantial influence on regional religious devotees. His status as
a leader in the Islamic community is underlined; he is depicted as one of the
optimistic leaders fostering Islam's resurgence. According to the author,
Abdel-Krim's deeds and influence have the potential to reinvigorate Islamic
faith, establishing him as "the expected Mehdi (savior)."

Inversely, Sheean touches upon Christianity as opposed to Islam, alluding
that the colonial intervention of the French and Spanish powers is primarily
driven by holy motives. In his narrative, Sheean mentions the term “Christian”
more than fifty times in a variety of collocations, such as the Christian army,
invader, nation, economy, and intelligence, among others. This signifies the
messianic discourse with which the travelogue is imbued, thereby leading
readers to perceive the Rif War as a crusade or jihad against the “infidels,” as
the following excerpt plainly demonstrates:
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The glory of Castile and Aragon ends here, against the flinty obstinacy
of Islam. Centuries of “crusade,” centuries of jihad, and the pride of
Castile at last humbled. That Last Will and Testament of Isabel la
Catholica, for instance; the great Queen of Castile, with all her acumen
and almost uncanny far-sightedness, had never been able to realize the
un-resilient, eternal hardness of the “infidel” whom no Spaniard could
finally conquer upon his own ground (p. 169).

The passage above clearly illustrates messianic discourse in the context of
the war between Castile, Aragon, and Islam. Messianic discourse refers to the
expression of messianic creeds or expectations, often marked by the belief in
the arrival of a savior or divinely guided figure who will bring about a desired
transformation or triumph. In this case, the quote portrays a narrative of
conflict between Christianity (represented by Castile and Aragon) and Islam,
in which the former expects to conquer the latter ultimately, but fails to do so.

Sheean deploys powerful language to emphasize the perceived Islamic
faith, highlighting its "flinty obstinacy" and "un-resilient, eternal hardness."
These illustrations shed light on the perceived resistance of Islam to the efforts
of the Christian forces. The excerpt also invokes the historical concept of the
crusade, which carries messianic undertones by framing the conflict as a holy
war fought to defend Christianity and ultimately triumph over Islam.

The allusion to Isabel La Catoélica, the Queen of Castile, shows appreciation
for her vision and wisdom, suggesting that she was a key figure in the war
against Islam. Yet, despite her intelligence and strategic acumen, the passage
implies that even she could not completely overcome and comprehend the
perceived impenetrability of the "infidel" Riffians. Thus, the Spanish
colonization of the Rif is portrayed as a fulfillment of the Queen’s will, derived
from divine commands.

From an academic perspective, it is significant to critically investigate such
messianic discourses and the underlying proclamations they propagate. The
passage reflects a binary framing of the conflict, setting Christianity against
Islam and depicting the latter as an irreconcilable foe. This type of discourse
perpetuates clichés and reinforces the notion of an inherent clash of
civilizations, as prophesied by Samuel Huntington. The latter claims that
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Islamic fanaticism would pose the most significant jeopardy to Western global
dominance.'

CONCLUSION

It is vital to approach historical narratives with a nuanced understanding of the
diversity and complexities within social, cultural, and religious groups. In light
of the textual analysis, it becomes clear that Sheean fails to acknowledge the
diversity within Islam or the historical and geopolitical factors that shaped the
struggle between Christian and Islamic powers. The key points of this essay
center on three focal conclusions: First, engaging in a more comprehensive
analysis would require consideration of the multifaceted dynamics of the
interactions, including political, economic, and social factors that contributed
to the outcomes of the War in the Rif. Second, Sheean’s travelogue completely
overlooks the purely economic and political imperialist project whose
orchestrators employed all necessary means to achieve their ends. Ultimately,
invoking religious sentiments remains the driving force that serves a threefold
purpose: stirring hatred among people based on faith, legitimizing the military
intervention in the name of God, and waging religious wars instead of fostering
tolerance and understanding. A case in point is George W.B.'s statement in
2001, when he described the American interference in Iraq and Afghanistan as
a “crusade against Terror.”
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ABSTRACT

Adherents of the three Abrahamic religions generally express a shared commitment to
dialogue, grounded in mutual recognition of divine messages to humanity. However, a
notable reluctance remains among confident Christian and Muslim communities to
engage in such interfaith exchanges. This hesitation often stems from historical,
dogmatic, and occasionally political factors, each warranting critical reevaluation.

This article examines the obstacles hindering Muslim-Christian dialogue, with a
particular focus on how interfaith engagement is conceptualized and experienced by
both communities. It seeks to illuminate the challenges that prevent such dialogue from
yielding constructive outcomes.

In addressing these challenges, the article underscores the value of scholarly
companionship and direct interpersonal encounters. It argues that a genuine
understanding of another faith tradition cannot be achieved solely through textual
study. Instead, it must be complemented by shared academic exploration and lived
interaction. Such companionship not only fosters mutual respect and theological depth,
but also promotes personal growth, resilience in the face of critique, and the correction
of misconceptions—particularly in areas prone to misinterpretation.

KEYWORDS:

Islamic-Christian Dialogue; Scientific Companionship; Christianity; Islam; Dialogue
of Civilizations.
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ABSTRACT

This research paper explores the question of "Quranicness" in relation to the disciplines
of logic and theology, by analyzing the nature of Quranic discourse independently of
traditional methodologies and the Greek or Islamic critical heritage. The study begins
by identifying the intrinsic features of the Quranic mode of expression, examining
whether its structure and content align with or diverge from the shared frameworks of
human knowledge, while emphasizing its unique stylistic and epistemological
dimensions. Following this foundational analysis, the paper investigates the relevance
of Quranicness within the fields of logic and theology, which are at the heart of this
inquiry. The first part examines logic through two lenses: a conceptual overview of its
foundational principles, and a critical reflection on its compatibility with or derivation
from the Quranic worldview. The second part treats theology in a similar structure,
first outlining its core concepts, then exploring the question of its Quranic foundation
through analytical critique.

The paper concludes with reflective insights assessing the authenticity and
particularity of both disciplines in relation to the Quran, considering their origins,
methodologies, and underlying philosophical visions.

KEYWORDS:

Logic; Theology; Quranicness; Authenticity; Particularity.
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ABSTRACT

The Qur’an remains a timeless source of guidance, inspiring reflection across diverse
contexts. In recent decades, modern secular approaches—shaped by Western legal,
scientific, and philosophical thought—have added new dimensions to Qur’anic
interpretation. This article critically examines the modernist hermeneutics of engineer

Muhammad Shahrour, focusing on his interpretation of polygamy as a case study.

The study explores two key questions: What methodological principles guide
Shahrour’s reading of the Qur’an, and how do these inform his views on polygamy? It
first outlines the epistemological foundations of his approach, then analyzes his reading
of verses related to widows and orphans. The article evaluates the coherence and

implications of Shahrour’s reinterpretation within contemporary Islamic thought.

KEYWORDS:
Polygamy; Sanctity of Revelation; Orphans; Muhammad Shahrour; Contemporary

Qur’anic Interpretation.
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to highlight the features of moderation (wasatiyya) in Maliki legal
thought by exploring its methodological presence in the processes of ijtihad (juridical
reasoning) and fatwda (legal opinion). The Maliki school is characterized by its adoption
of the principle of moderation across the various stages of the legal process, which has
enabled it to issue balanced legal rulings that take into account the objectives of the
Shari‘a and the realities of context. This methodological moderation has contributed to
making Maliki jurisprudence a model of equilibrium and justice in both theory and
application.

The research is structured around four main sections. The first discusses the
methods of understanding and derivation, highlighting balance in the interpretation of
legal texts. The second addresses the method of establishing legal foundations and
principles, reinforcing the rules of ijtihad through a moderate approach. The third
explores the method of aiming toward legal objectives and reasoning (ta ‘i),
emphasizing the connection between rulings and their underlying purposes. The fourth
examines the method of practical application and contextualization (¢anzil and tahqiq
al-mandt), which demonstrates how moderation is reflected in dealing with new legal
issues.

The study concludes that adopting moderation in these legal pathways provides a
sound foundation for ijtihad, resulting in well-grounded legal opinions that balance
textual fidelity with purposeful reasoning, and stability with renewal.

KEYWORDS:
Maliki Jurisprudence; Moderation; [jtihad; Fatwa; Legal Objectives (Magasid).
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ABSTRACT

This review analyses the book: The Manufacturing of Extremism in the West:
Insights into Religious, Political, and Individual Radicalism by Dr. Tijani
Boulaouali, published by Rikaz Publishing House in 2024. The book offers a
methodical examination of extremism as a manufactured phenomenon shaped by
cultural, political, and media dynamics. With seven chapters, the author explores
three types of radicalism: religious, political, and individual. Dr. Boulaouali
criticizes Western media's biased portrayal of extremism, its disproportionate
association with Islam, and its neglect of right-wing and populist extremism. The
review evaluates the book’s methodological rigor and innovative insights,
particularly its dissection of how media constructs stereotypes, its critique of
Western dual standards, and its engagement with interdisciplinary models.
Suggestions for further depth are also discussed, aiming to assess the book's
contribution to contemporary debates on extremism and Islamophobia.

KEYWORDS:
Extremism; Terminological Conflict; Islamophobia; Tijani Boulaouali; Western
Media; Extreme Right.
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ABSTRACT

This book review explores Islam in Europe: Public Spaces and Civic Networks by
Spyros A. Sofos and Roza Tsagarousianou, which offers a nuanced examination of
the socio-political and cultural dynamics shaping Muslim identities in Europe. The
authors trace the historical development of Europe’s self-definition in relation to
Islam and investigate how European Muslims navigate issues of identity, belonging,
and civic participation. The book emphasizes the significance of public spaces,
cultural expression, and civic engagement in understanding the evolving presence
of Islam in Europe. By highlighting Muslim agency and cultural creativity, the
authors advocate for a more inclusive and empathetic discourse that fosters mutual

understanding and social cohesion.

KEYWORDS:

Islam in Europe; Muslim Identity; Public Space; Civic Networks; Social Cohesion.
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The study of Islam in Europe is a journey replete with complex interplay of
cultural, historical, and geopolitical forces. In Islam in Europe: Public Spaces
and Civic Networks,! co-authored by Spyros A. Sofos and Roza
Tsagarousianou, the authors embark on this journey,

, § delving into the intricate relationship between
Islam in
Edrope

Public Spaces and
Civic Networks

Europe and Islam. They trace the historical
evolution of Europe as a distinct cultural and
geopolitical entity, juxtaposed against the backdrop

SPYROS A. SOFOS . .
PROZA TSAGAROUSIANOU of Islam, shedding light on the challenges

B
-

& encountered by European Muslims in their quest for

identity and belonging within a highly politicized

environment. The debate emphasizes the need for a

deeper comprehension of the experiences of European Muslims, exploring
themes of Muslims’ presence and their cultural creativity in shaping European
Muslim identities. Through the seven chapters, they unravel the multifaceted

dimensions of European Muslim experiences, highlighting the importance of
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inclusive dialogue and empathetic understanding in fostering social cohesion
within European societies.

The discourse surrounding Islam and Muslims in Europe is often biased
and sensationalized, focusing primarily on extreme behaviors within the
Muslim community. This skewed narrative contributes to the exclusion and
marginalization of European Muslims, perpetuating societal insecurities and
misunderstandings. The emotional intensity of the debate makes it challenging
to grasp the authentic experiences and aspirations of ordinary European
Muslims. There is a pressing need for a more mutual understanding of what it
truly means to be Muslim in Europe and how this identity influences daily life
and societal actions. The presence of Islam and Muslims in Europe is
frequently framed through a securitization lens, emphasizing perceived threats
and leading to tensions and misinterpretations between European societies and
Muslim communities. This securitization approach often oversimplifies the
complex cultural interactions between different groups. While some view the
interaction as a clash of civilizations, others advocate for a more democratic
perspective that acknowledges the diversity within Muslim communities and
avoids portraying Muslims as a monolithic threat to European values and
culture. The portrayal of Muslims as a danger to European values can result in
discrimination and marginalization, further exacerbating the challenges faced
by Muslim communities in Europe. Negative stereotypes and stigmatization of
Muslims have tangible impacts on policies and interactions between Muslim
communities and mainstream society. The debates surrounding integration,
multiculturalism, and the securitization of Islam necessitate the need for a more
inclusive and informed dialogue that recognizes the multifaceted nature of

Muslim communities and identities in Europe. In essence, the first chapter

226



+

IJTIHAD JOURNAL Volume 2 - Issue 3, January - June 2025

for Islamic and Arabic Studies
ISSNe: 3041-4679

ISSN: 2983-9939 2025 g — ﬁLA.l Soue-2 u\.le

highlights the importance of moving beyond simplistic and biased narratives
about Islam and Muslims in Europe. It calls for a more mutual understanding
that appreciates the diversity and complexity within Muslim communities,
challenges stereotypes, and promotes inclusive dialogue to foster better
integration and social cohesion in European societies. This chapter emphasizes
the detrimental effects of securitization and biased portrayals on Muslim
communities and advocates for a more empathetic and informed approach to
discussing European Islam.

The second chapter delves into the multifaceted relationship between Islam
and Europe throughout history, exploring the complexities of Muslim presence
in the continent. It highlights the ongoing debate among Muslim scholars and
activists regarding the integration of European Muslims into Western societies,
with differing perspectives on whether the West should be seen as a potential
land for Islamic conversion or as a space for Muslim integration and
responsibility. The struggle to balance religious and cultural identity with
integration into European, and by extension, Western societies is a central
theme in this discourse, reflecting the broader challenge of navigating the
relationship between Islam and the West, characterized by historical
antagonism, fear, and suspicion. The historical context of Islam in Europe is
extensively discussed, tracing back to the eighth century when much of Europe
was under Muslim rule. The chapter also explores the long-standing presence
of Muslim communities in Europe, leaving a lasting impact on the landscape,
culture, and memory of European societies. It also delves into the influence of
migrant communities and converts on European societies in more recent times.
The encounter between Islam and Europe has been marked by dramatic

tensions, with Muslims often viewed as the significant 'Other' that helped
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define Europe as a Christian continent. The chapter also highlights the
historical Muslim conquests in territories such as the Iberian Peninsula,
southern Italy, southern France, and the western Mediterranean, leading to the
flourishing of Islamic civilization and culture, which significantly impacted
the European Renaissance. Furthermore, the chapter discusses the challenges
faced by Muslim communities in Europe, particularly those who migrated as
guest workers in the postcolonial era. The social transformations brought about
by mass migration led to issues of segregation and denial of basic rights to
migrant populations, with varying degrees of integration and visibility in
countries like France, Germany, the UK, and Belgium. The diverse Muslim
population in these countries continues to grow, presenting challenges in terms
of access to education, employment, and social integration. The chapter also
touches upon the discrimination and segregation faced by Muslim
communities in Europe, despite state attempts to co-opt Islam. The complex
relationship between Europe and Islam is explored, with some perceiving
Islam as incompatible with European civilization. Muslim perspectives on the
presence of Islam in Europe vary, with some rejecting European culture while
others advocate for a more flexible approach to integration. Overall, the
chapter provides a comprehensive overview of the historical, social, and
cultural dynamics shaping the presence of Islam in Europe, shedding light on
the complexities and challenges faced by Muslim communities in navigating
their identities and integration into Western societies.

The third chapter delves into the multifaceted experiences and self-
perceptions of European Muslims, focusing on cities like London, Paris,
Antwerp, Amsterdam, and Frankfurt. It sheds light on the challenges and

tensions encountered by Muslim communities in these urban areas, including
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issues of marginalization, discrimination, and cultural integration. The debate
highlights the diversity within Muslim communities and the myriad ways in
which they practice their identities within European societies. In Frankfurt, a
significant hub of Muslim settlement, there exists a vibrant associational life
comprising community centers, mosques, and charities catering to Sunni and
Shi'a communities. The city boasts a plethora of organizations and mosques
affiliated with diverse ethnicities, sects, and religious groups. The study on
European Muslims employed multiple sampling frames to capture a diverse
sample reflecting the polyphonic nature of European Islam. The interviews
were characterized by openness and flexibility, allowing participants to
articulate their understanding of Islam and 'being a Muslim' in their own terms.
The research also delved into collective action, interpersonal relationships,
spatial and emotional investments, and observations within Muslim
neighborhoods and spaces.

The concept of "European Muslims" emerges as complex and diverse, with
individuals from various ethnicities, nationalities, classes, genders, and
generations constituting the Muslim population in Europe. Factors such as
migration routes, socio-economic backgrounds, and levels of religiosity all
contribute to the distinct experiences and challenges faced by European
Muslims. The intersection of identities such as ethnicity, gender, and
generation further complicates the comprehension of European Muslim
identities. The identification of European Muslims is multifaceted,
encompassing ethnic, cultural, religious, and political dimensions. Studies
have revealed varying levels of religiosity among European Muslims, with
some emphasizing formal religious aspects while others consider cultural or

political dimensions. Convert Muslims and those not engaged in formal
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institutions may be overlooked in conventional definitions. A multilayered
approach to defining European Muslims, incorporating ethnic, cultural,
religious, and political dimensions, may offer a more holistic understanding of
the diverse Muslim populace in Europe. The European Muslim population
emerges as diverse and intricate, with varying degrees of religious adherence
and cultural identity. Second and third generations of Muslims in Europe may
not necessarily identify strongly as religious Muslims. There is a noticeable
trend towards convergence and interaction among Muslims from different
backgrounds. Collective identity among European Muslims is depicted as an
ongoing process shaped by interaction, negotiation, and shared experiences.
Understanding European Islam as a social movement with varying levels of
intensity and consciousness is deemed crucial. The chapter emphasizes the
complexity and richness of European Muslim experiences, highlighting the
need for new approaches to understanding their identities, challenges, and
interactions within European societies.

Chapter four delves into the delicate construction of locality for European
Muslims, shedding light on the physical and mediated spaces that play a pivotal
role in shaping their experiences, interactions, and identities. It emphasizes the
significance of neighborhoods as safe havens where European Muslims find
solidarity, intimacy, and a sense of belonging. Mosques, community centers,
and local institutions are highlighted as key players in fostering this sense of
community and belonging among European Muslims. Moreover, the chapter
explores the impact of media, such as Ramadan Radio, in fostering a sense of
community and intimacy among local Muslims. Furthermore, the chapter
discusses the emergence of Muslim media spaces like Al-Jazeera and

independent media, which provide European Muslims with a profound sense
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of connectedness and solidarity with Muslims worldwide. These media
platforms serve as avenues for sharing experiences and narratives, creating a
translocal landscape that bridges local and remote Muslim communities. This
interconnectedness and simultaneity enable European Muslims to partake in
processes of exchange, translation, and hybridization, ultimately contributing
to the multifaceted construction of European Muslim identities. European
Muslims are depicted as actively utilizing various forms of media, including
mainstream, diasporic, and Muslim-specific media, to express their dual
identities as Muslims and Europeans. They exhibit a critical stance towards
mainstream media representations and are increasingly turning to new digital
technologies to access information and engage with transnational
communities. This evolving media landscape significantly influences the
experiences and interactions of European Muslims in both local and global
contexts. The main concepts and theories highlighted in this chapter revolve
around the pivotal role of physical and mediated spaces in shaping European
Muslim identities, the significance of community institutions and media
platforms in fostering a sense of belonging and connectedness, and the
evolving nature of the European Muslim Mediascape in influencing how
European Muslims navigate their dual identities in contemporary society.

The following chapter (chapter five) discusses how European Muslims
utilize technologies of time-space distantiation to reshape their experiences of
presence and absence, fostering a sense of immediacy and co-presence. While
technology plays a crucial role, sustainable transnational identities are formed
through it. European Muslims engage in processes of creating and sharing
meaning, building a collective experience, and disseminating injustice frames

to construct their identities and address grievances. Injustice frames,
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encompassing feelings of exclusion, prejudice, and invisibility, are pivotal in
defining and tackling injustices encountered by European Muslims. These
frames are often integrated into a broader European discourse of injustice,
transcending national and cultural boundaries. Additionally, European
Muslims exhibit empathy and solidarity with Muslims facing injustices
globally. Discussion delves into the fascination of some younger, often male,
European Muslims with jihadi websites and videos exhibiting violence.
However, not all individuals who express interest in such content endorse or
idolize violent acts. Many perceive violence as a means of communication or
protest against injustices. The experiences of distant others become intertwined
with the narrative fabric shaping the identities of European Muslims, who
shuttle between local and transnational networks to forge their sense of self
and solidarity with Muslims worldwide. The ongoing construction of a
European Muslim identity 1s heavily influenced by experiences of injustice and
marginalization. Moreover, the disintegration of Yugoslavia in the 1990s,
particularly the plight of Bosnian Muslims, significantly impacted the identity
formation of some European Muslims. Injustice and discrimination faced by
Muslims globally and within Europe have strengthened the identification of
many with their Muslim identity. Islamic charities, jihadi websites, and
fundraising events have played roles in mobilizing support and fostering a
sense of community among European Muslims. The creation of injustice
frames through shared narratives of suffering and solidarity has been
instrumental in uniting Muslims in Europe, despite their geographical
dispersion. Key concepts highlighted in the chapter include the role of
technology in reshaping experiences, the significance of injustice frames in

identity formation and grievance addressing, the impact of shared narratives of
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suffering on community building, and the interplay between local and
transnational networks in shaping European Muslim identities. The chapter
focuses on the complex and multifaceted processes through which European
Muslims show their identities, experiences, and connections within a global
context of injustice and solidarity.

Chapter 6 delves into the intricate landscape of European Muslim identity,
shedding light on the multifaceted themes of injustice, identity, and agency that
shape the experiences of the muslim communities in Europe. It explores how
European Muslims deal with societal challenges, such as the wearing of the
veil, fashion choices, and relationships, while asserting their rights and
identities in the face of societal scrutiny. The chapter refers to the emergence
of Muslim lifestyle magazines and online platforms as crucial spaces where
European Muslims engage in discussions to redefine their identities within a
Western context. Furthermore, the chapter delves into how European Muslims
are actively reshaping the perception of Islam through dialogues on gender
equality, pushing the boundaries of acceptability, and seeking authenticity
through digital platforms. These conversations challenge traditional authority
structures and norms, paving the way for new avenues of dialogue and
exploration of Islamic beliefs and practices. The pursuit of authenticity is
portrayed as a contemporary yet anti-modern yearning, drawing upon both
individual and collective endeavors to construct a fresh interpretation of Islam
that comes to terms with the modern world. Moreover, the chapter highlights
how young Muslims are utilizing internet resources and lifestyle magazines to
engage in discussions on sensitive topics like relationships and sexuality,
thereby challenging conventional Islamic teachings. This redefinition of

Islamic practices aims to foster inclusivity and adaptability to modern realities,
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including advocating for LGBTQ rights within the Muslim community. Some
individuals are even establishing support networks for LGBTQ Muslims,
signifying a shift towards a more diverse and open Muslim community that
embraces a spectrum of identities and perspectives. In summary, the chapter
provides a comprehensive exploration of the evolving landscape of European
Muslim identity, emphasizing the ways in which individuals negotiate societal
expectations, redefine Islamic practices, and engage in dialogues that shape a
more inclusive and diverse Muslim community in Europe. The concepts of
agency, authenticity, and redefinition emerge as central themes, underscoring
the dynamic nature of Muslim identity in a European context.

The last chapter targets the diverse challenges faced by European Muslims
within a continent historically resistant to Islam. It sheds light on the various
modes of integration adopted by European Muslims, ranging from acceptance
to avoidance and resistance. The perception of marginalization and injustice
experienced by European Muslims, both locally and globally, is a central
theme throughout the chapter. The importance of empathy and solidarity with
Muslims worldwide is viewed as crucial in shaping European Muslim
identities. One of the key findings of this study is the diversity and complexity
of European Muslim identity. This identity is shaped by a multiplicity of
factors, including language, ethnicity, gender, generation, and national
frameworks. European Muslims engage in a wide array of practices and
responses to their cultural and religious identities, resulting in a plethora of
beliefs and experiences. The construction of a European Muslim identity
involves interactions, shared frameworks, and collective actions, related to the
formation of social classes as described by E.P. Thompson. The study

emphasizes that European Muslim identity is not static but rather constantly
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evolving through negotiation, interaction, and contestation at both local and
transnational levels. The project of European Muslim identity relies heavily on
cultural practices and narratives to envision a community that transcends
geographical and cultural boundaries. This process of identity formation is
dynamic and multifaceted, reflecting the complex interplay between local,
national, European, and transnational experiences. In conclusion, the study
provides a deep understanding of European Muslim identity, highlighting its
diversity, complexity, and ongoing evolution. By exploring the various modes
of integration, perceptions of marginalization, and the importance of empathy
and solidarity, the study offers valuable insights into the intricate dynamics
shaping European Muslim identities in a continent with a complex historical
relationship with Islam.

In conclusion, the authors reiterate the key themes and findings discussed
throughout the book. They emphasize the importance of understanding the
multifaceted experiences and identities of European Muslims, highlighting the
complexities of integration, marginalization, and identity formation. The
authors stress the need for inclusive dialogue, empathy, and solidarity to
address the challenges faced by European Muslims in navigating their
identities within European societies. They call for an approach that moves
beyond simplistic narratives and stereotypes, recognizing the diversity and
agency of European Muslims in shaping their own experiences and identities.
The book reflects on the broader implications of the research for understanding
the relationship between Islam and Europe, advocating for a more inclusive
and pluralistic approach that embraces the cultural richness and diversity of
European societies. Overall, it serves to encapsulate the key arguments and

insights presented throughout the book, offering a compelling call to action for
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scholars, policymakers, and practitioners to engage with the complex realities

of Islam in Europe.
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Series of Training Workshops and Study Meetings (2024-

2025)

The ljtihad Center for Studies and Training in Belgium has launched a series
of training workshops and study meetings covering a range of topics
essential for students and researchers in their academic journey. These
sessions involve researchers and specialists from various European and
Islamic universities and research centers. Four training workshops were
organized during the 2024-2025 academic season.

= First Training Workshop / Study Meeting (1):
Topic: Cognitive and Methodological Guidelines P -
for Researchers on Issues of Islam in Europe and the West
Date: February 8, 2025 D
Instructors: Mohammed Dahiri (Spain), Mohammed Hashas %%
(Italy), Tijani Boulaouali (Belgium), Farid Amaadachou @ o
(Morocco) E
Moderator: Bilal Daoud (Morocco)

T b e b e oty
O et v om oo b
: Fr—

E=4)

- 5.0 Zin

= Second Training Workshop (2):
Topic: Building a Cosmology for Migrants, Refugees,
and Religious Communities
Date: April 6, 2025
Instructors: Alexander Horstmann (Germany), Tijani
Boulaouali (Belgium)
Moderator: Sarah El Hadi (Morocco)

= Third Training Workshop (3):
Topic: Journalistic Report Writing Skills: Application
on Examples from the Migration Reality
Date: April 6, 2025
Instructor: Mustapha Ghalmane (Morocco)
Moderator: Abdelkarim El Ghazi (Germany)

= Fourth Training Workshop (4):
Topic: Understanding Mental Health and its Relation
to Religious Beliefs and Sharia Controls
Date: June 13, 2025
Instructor: Vladimir Filyakov (Kareem Maliki) (South Africa)
Moderator: Sarah Elhadi (Morocco)
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Series of Interactive Scientific Seminars on the Contexts of
Islam in Europe and the West

The ljtihad Center for Studies and Training in Belgium has launched a series
of interactive scientific seminars addressing the European and Western
contexts in which Muslims live. These events bring together researchers and
specialists from various European and Islamic universities and research
centers. During the second half of the 2024-2025 academic year, five
seminars were organized, attracting a broad audience of students,
researchers, and interested participants from European, Arab, and Islamic
countries. The details of the workshops are as follows:

e coure
1481y Sl Slaatl) gzt 3Spm ity
Gunal ) EuLeliat dpalall 3aidl
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Slalladlly

=  Symposium 5:
Topic: Muslims in France: Reality,
Challenges, and Aspirations
Date: January 4, 2025
Speakers: Luc Barbulesco (France),

Meryam Abouri (France), Mohamed Mahdi R
Krabech (France) 3
Moderator: Mohamed El Abdouni e e
(Germany) P o
. .
=  Symposium 6: il
1Sl 0ailly Syl lgis! 530 piiy

Topic: Islam in the Scandinavian Context:
Roots and Historical Expansion

Date: January 25, 2025

Speakers: Adly Abu Hajar (Sweden),
Bouchta El Abbadi (Norway), Karim Askari
(Iceland), Mounir Bouhout (Denmark)
Moderator: Fadil Nassiri (Morocco)

sl Lol duatalt dgaill
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Symposium 7:

Topic: Muslims in the Scandinavian
Context Facing Issues of Islamophobia,
Quran Burnings, and Child Removal

Date: February 28, 2025

Speakers: Hassan Assi (Denmark), Farouk
Al Dabag (Sweden), Abdelraouf Mehri
(Sweden), Elbachir Himri (Denmark)
Moderator: Mustapha Ghalmane
(Morocco)

Symposium 8:

Topic: The Experience of Fasting in the
European and Western Context

Date: March 22, 2025

Speakers: Salah Eddine El Marrakchi
(France), Mohamed Abdouni (Germany),
Sadiq Al Othmani (Brazil), Tijani Boulaouali
(Belgium), Elbachir Kasmi (USA), Abdellah
Mechnoune (ltaly)

Symposium g:

Topic: Islam in the American Context:
Roots and Historical Expansion

Date: May 30, 2025

Speakers: Ahmed Aouicha (USA), Aziz El
Bakkali (USA), Rachid Barrima (Canada)
Moderator: Mohammed Karrouk Kerkich
(Morocco)
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Activities in Cooperation with Cultural Institutions and
Research Centers

In the second half of the 2024—2025 academic year, the ljtihad Center for
Studies and Training in Belgium organized a scientific lecture and a
symposium on discussion in partnership with a range of Moroccan and
European academic institutions. Both events attracted a broad audience of
students, researchers, and interested participants from various European,
Arabic, and Islamic countries. The cooperation included the following:

Scientific Lecture ' A
‘5;1".‘."_"._" °ﬂm}m§ﬁmgmﬁpﬁ }01

Topic: Qur'anic Studies in the Orientalist

Jotaiall 6 &l yall Gluwl jall
La3gadl 18l albno s Bl ikt 3

Perspective: The Term “"Qur'an” as a Case Study
Date: April 18, 2025

Speaker: Tijani Boulaouali (Belgium)

Organizers: ljtihad Center for Studies and Training
(Belgium) In partnership with Al-Omran Al Hadari
Center for Culture and Science (Morocco) Rl TR TR T
Moderator: Abderrahmane Boudkhil (Morocco) S

Discussion Panel
Topic: The Role of Islamic Institutions in
Supporting Parental Education

DE ROL VAN ISLAMITISCHE
ORGANISATIES IN

Date: May 17, 2025 “21 OPVOEDINGSONDERSTEUNING
Speakers: Tijani Boulaouali (Belgium),

Mohammed Mansouri (Belgium) - R
Organizers: ljtihad Center for Studies and Training ?‘ o

(Belgium) in partnership with De Brug Center

& ..

in Waregem (Belgium)
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TWO INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIA SCHEDULED
FOR 2024-2025

2025-2024 gl 5101 o sk I35 G lima g (Ll 3 0oliode (g
The Status of the Muslim Family in Europe and the West
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THE DOCTRINAL IMPACT ON LINGUISTIC THOUGHT

. ®
¢ % |
S 2N
— &% o =

T et |08 P (PRRrad STNA (ORUNA NN I 41 % .S
s, s IJTIHAD CENTER Stalachbotl Bidet. 57

FOR STUDIES AND TRAINING

"...I

S el g Silaily laalyald Jalin 5550 elasy
Sazmls § 998ty laolyull slazrl 35509
9490 L_g Aslid) adgut! 390l

159l S5l (48 seisll S

blaaly agikly Jgo 3!
s Gamidy Slys]

@AQ_H ‘u‘)s..) 6)\41»3.3 La0le 8o

‘:‘5\:0[.‘1')‘9.” GLA_GJ X

51447 Qo3 saloss 24 @8leb! /02025 yig 15 ol o Hig

3

258



PUBLICATIONSON ISLAM
IN THE WEST



el e sdadl i @l Jua Y eud
S 5 398 darma Sl
Publications section for this issue compiled by:

Dr. Mohammed Karrouk KERKICH



+

IJTIHAD JOURNAL Volume 2 - Issue 3, January - June 2025

for Islamic and Arabic Studies
ISSNe: 3041-4679

ISSN: 2983-9939 2025 g — ﬁLA.l Soue-2 u\.le

The Identity of Moroccan Immigrants and the Question of
Cultural Difference in the German Context: A Sociological
Study

Majda Bouazza, The Identity of Moroccan Immigrants and the Question of Cultural Difference
in the German Context: A Sociological Study, Bahithoun Foundation, Morocco, 2024. ISBN:

This book, written by researcher and journalist Majda Bouazza, presents a
sociological analysis of Moroccan migration to Germany, comparing its cultural and

social characteristics with those of other migration experiences. ol
Based on German migration studies and field research, this Syl pplgall g

[EXTERR T

examination explores identity, integration, and the impact of
cultural misunderstandings that often lead to exclusion.
The work highlights the central role of culture in bridging gaps

and fostering mutual understanding between communities.

Concluding with actionable recommendations, it presents a - I

roadmap for enhancing Morocco’s cultural and civilizational
presence in Germany, promoting constructive dialogue, and supporting the positive
integration of Moroccan migrants into German society.
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Facing the Chaos: Finding Meaning in the Modern Age

Frederiek Depoortere, Facing the Chaos Finding Meaning in the Modern Age, Owl
Press, 2025, 480 pp. ISBN: 9789493387782

This book delves into the uncertainty and rapid changes shaping today’s world,
where long-held certainties are collapsing and new solutions remain unclear.
Theologian Frederiek Depoortere from the Catholic

FACING

University of Louvain explores pressing questions about  THE CHAOS

||||||||||||
- IN THE MODERN AGE.

progress, religion, science, and the ongoing ecological crisis.

He investigates how individuals can find meaning amid
societal acceleration and increasing feelings of alienation.
Throughout the book, Depoortere carefully balances the
tensions between hope and fear, progress and decline,
offering profound reflections on how to face the chaos of
modern life. Providing insightful frameworks, this work helps readers better
understand contemporary challenges and discover meaningful paths forward. It is
essential reading for anyone seeking deeper, thoughtful answers beyond superficial
debates in our complex world.
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Migration and Its Role in Muslim Integration in Europe:
Challenges to Coexistence and Assimilation — Britain as a Case
Study

Hamid AL-Hashemi, Migration and its Role in Muslim Integration in Europe: Challenges to
Coexistence and Assimilation — Britain as a Case Study, Arab Center for Research and Policy
Studies, Qatar, 2024, 304 pp, ISBN 978-614-445-604-0

The book, authored by Hamid Al-Hashemi, Professor of Sociology at the
International University in London, explores the concept of
Islamic localization, moving beyond the mere presence of a

Muslim community toward an active and positively influential

! lajgagsaall A
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Islam in daily social life. The author provides a historical overview

2loaillg illaill Gljaas
sgai Lilkuy

of early Muslim migration to Britain, the growth of their
population, geographic distribution, key Islamic and Arab
communities, and major institutions, as well as the social,
psychological, and cultural challenges that hinder integration
and coexistence. He also examines the future of Islam’s localization amid challenges
such as hatred and intergroup tensions, concluding that promising prospects exist
through natural growth, new migration, and rising conversion rates, strengthening
Islam’s rooted and balanced presence in British society.
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European Muslims and the Qur'an: Practices of
Translation, Interpretation, and Commodification

Gulnaz Sibgatullina and Gerard Wiegers, European Muslims and the Qur‘an: Practice
s of Translation, Interpretation, and Commodification, Walter de Gruyter, Berlin/Bost
on, 2024, 261 pp, ISBN: 978-3-11-109603-2

This book, authored by Gulnaz Sibgatullina and Gerard Wiegers, offers a focused
perspective on the study of Islam in Europe. It compiles case studies illustrating how
European Muslims engaged with the Quran within a [Heem
predominantly Christian social and political context. The research | EUROPEAN

: . Y . _ MUSLIMS AND
analyzes Muslim practices of translating, interpreting, and using | THE QUR’AN

INTERPRETATION,

the Quran, structured around three principal axes. The first
examines Muslim-Christian relations in Europe and their
influence on Quranic interpretation and discourse. The second oo B

highlights underrepresented Muslim communities, exploring &g n‘ ST
local traditions of vernacular Quran translations and the commodification of Quranic
manuscripts. The third addresses theoretical and conceptual gaps in the study of
Islamic translation activities, providing new academic insights into this evolving field.
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The Qur'an in Rome :Manuscripts, Translations, and
the Study of Islam in Early Modern Catholicism

Federico Stella and Roberto Tottoli; The Qur‘an in Rome :Manuscripts, Translations,
and the Study of Islam in Early Modern Catholicism, Walter de Gruyter, Berlin/Boston,
2024, 451 pp, ISBN 978-3-111-09692-6

This book, co-authored by Frederico Stillo, a specialist in the philosophy of history
and Oriental studies, and Roberto Tottoli, an Italian Arabist and professor of Islamic
studies at the University of Naples “L’Orientale,” is part of a = wem

broader project supported by the European Research Council
(ERC). The project examines the role of the Quran and Islamic
literature in European culture and religion between 1150 and
1850. The volume presents a series of studies on the reception of
the Quran and the Arabic language in early modern Catholic
Europe, focusing on the circulation of manuscripts, translations,

and printed works. It highlights how Catholic Orientalism contributed to the
foundation and growth of Western Islamic studies, emphasizing the roles of priests,
monks, Eastern Christians, converts, and key Catholic intellectuals.
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The Latin Qur'an, 1143-1500 :Translation, Transition,
Interpretation

Candida Ferrero Hernandez and John Tolan, The Latin Qur'an, 1143-1500:
Translation, Transition, Interpretation, Walter de Gruyter, Berlin/Boston, 2021, 489
pp, ISBN 978-3-11-070263-7

This edition, authored by Candida Ferrero Hernandez and John Tolan, is part of the
European Research Council (ERC) project under the European Union's Horizon 2020
research and innovation program. The book focuses on European =™

Islam, shedding light on the transmission of the Latin Quran during gﬁi;ﬂm

the Middle Ages. Through its articles, it examines manuscript 11:‘3"599
traditions of Quran translations and anti-Islamic polemics in Latin,
revealing how the Arabic text was transmitted and studied in
medieval Europe. It also explores translators’ strategies for finding

appropriate vocabulary and syntax to convey Quranic terms into
Latin, highlighting methodological principles to better understand the genesis,
dissemination, and interpretation of Latin Quran translations between 1143 and
1500 by Latin Christian authors.
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General Standards

Writing original and innovative
research for the journal.

The research should not have
been previously published or
agreed upon with any other
publishing party.

The research can be a
translation of another work
published in another language,
provided that the researcher
declares this.

The research should not be
derived from a university thesis
or dissertation, but rather the
results of previous research can
be invested in a new article or
chapter.

The research submitted for
publication does not conflict
with the general vision adopted
by the Ijtihad Center for Studies
and Training and the Ijtihad
Journal of Islamic and Arabic
Studies.

Researchers should provide
qualitative additions that take
into account the goals set by the
Center and the Journal.
Researchers should provide
deep insights inspired by
Islamic values of a common
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STANDARDS FOR PUBLICATION IN IJTIHAD

universal nature, while being

open to positive secular,
pluralistic, and  modernist
values.

Researchers should contribute
to formulating an objective
approach based on the inside

Islamic  perspective  while
benefiting  from  objective
Orientalist studies.

Researchers adhere to the

methodological, technical and
linguistic standards adopted in
academic research. (See the

writers’ guidelines on the
center’s website and the
journal).

Researchers write in a clear and
authentic academic language

(Arabic,  English, French,
Dutch...).

The possibility of future
translation  offers  valuable

research if appropriate financial
support is available.

The journal has the right to
republish the materials or
translate them independently or
into a book.

The published materials do not
necessarily express the opinion
of the journal.
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The journal does not grant any
financial reward for research
due to the lack of financial
capabilities.

The journal charges an
appropriate financial reward for
publication in order to cover the
expenses of review, printing
and publishing.

The journal grants participating
researchers and reviewers some
privileges, such as granting free

membership, granting a
certificate,  granting  some
copies of the work, and

nominations to participate in
seminars, trainings, and
research activities of the Ijtihad
Center or of the centers
collaborating with them.

Types of Articles

Peer-reviewed articles are subject
to the following methodological
standards:

Article title (main/sub).

The researcher’s full name and
the institution to which he
belongs.

An English and Arabic
summary of the article (about
300 words).

Five keywords.

A general introduction, which
includes the research problem
and the purpose of the study,

Peer-reviewed
subject  to
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with reference to the most
important previous literature
related to the subject, and the
type of approach adopted.

The content of the article,
including defining concepts,
introducing theories,
interpretations and visions, and
discussing and analyzing the
research results in depth.

The article concludes with
research  conclusions  and
recommendations.

List of bibliography used in the
article.

The length of the article ranges
between 5,000 and 10,000
words.

Each article is subject to the
first internal reading by the
journal’s editorial board, and if
it meets the initial conditions, it
is referred to the reviewing
commission.

Each article is subject to
double-blind peer review.

chapters  are
the following

methodological standards:

Chapter title (main/sub).

The researcher’s full name and
the institution to which he
belongs.
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An English and Arabic
summary of the chapter (about
300 words).

Five keywords.

A general introduction, which
includes the research problem
and the aim of dealing with it,
with reference to the original
work  (dissertation,  book,
monograph) from which it was
derived, with an explanation of
the importance of publishing it
in a separate chapter, and the
type of approach adopted.
Chapter content, including
defining the central concepts,
presenting theories,
interpretations and  visions,
discussing the research results
and analyzing them in depth.
The chapter concludes with the
most important conclusions of
the research.

List of bibliographies used in
the chapter.

Chapter size ranges between
5,000 and 10,000 words.

Each chapter is subject to the
first internal reading by the
magazine’s editorial board, and
if it meets the initial conditions,
it is referred to the reviewing
commission.

Each chapter is subject to
double-blind peer review.
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In-depth critical reviews subject
to the following methodological
standards:

Main review title.

A subtitle that includes the title
of the reviewed work and its
author.

The researcher’s full name and

the institution to which he
belongs.
An English and Arabic

summary of the review (about
300 words).

Five keywords.

A general  introduction,
including a brief overview of
the author of the work, his most
important publications and
intellectual and academic
works, the reasons for writing
this review, the importance of
the reviewed work, the
research problem for this
review, and the nature of the

adopted approach.

The content of the review,
which includes the basic
concepts in the  work,

presenting the author’s theory
and vision, discussing the
results of the review and
analyzing them in depth.

The review concludes with
research  conclusions and
recommendations.
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List of bibliography used in the
review.

A table of the most important
information about the
reviewed work: title, author,
date of publication, place of
publication, publisher,
language of the book, etc.

The cover of the reviewed
work and a photo of its author.
The length of the review ranges
between 4,000 and 7,000
words.

Each review is subject to the
first internal reading by the
journal’s editorial board, and if
it meets the initial conditions, it
is referred to the reviewing
commission.

Every critical review is subject
to a double-blind peer review.

Introductory reviews are subject
to the following methodological
standards:

Main review title.

A subtitle that includes the title
of the reviewed work and its
author.

The researcher’s full name and
the institution to which he
belongs.

A short introduction, including
a brief overview of the author
of the work, his most important
publications and intellectual
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and academic works, and the
importance of the reviewed
work.

The content of the article, in
which the reviewer
summarizes the most
important contents of the work,
either in a sequential manner
according to the order of the
chapters, or in a thematic form
in which he presents the most
important issues addressed by
the author.

A brief conclusion with the
researcher’s most important
impression after reading the
work.

A table of the most important
information about the
referenced work: title, author,
date of publication, place of
publication, publisher,
language of the work, etc.

The cover of the reviewed
work and a photo of its author.
The length of the review ranges
between 1,500 and 2,000
words.

Introductory  reviews  are
subject to internal reading only
in order to evaluate them
linguistically and
methodologically.

Academic interviews are subject
to the following methodological
standards:
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Main interview title.

A subtitle that includes the
name of the interviewed person,
the title, the origin.

The interviewed person must be
a researcher, expert, or
academic  specializing in
Islamic and Arabic studies or in
a field related to it, such as
theological and  religious
studies, interfaith dialogue,
comparative religion science,
Islam in the West, and others.
The interviewer’s full name and
the institution to which he
belongs.

A short introduction, including
a brief overview of the
interviewed person, his/her
most important publications
and intellectual and academic
contribution, the reasons for
holding this interview, and its
importance for the journal.
Clear, deep, and precise
questions, including general
questions  related to the
personality of the interviewed
person,  his/her  interests,
specialty, with the aim of
bringing readers closer to his
qualitative contributions and
their value to research and

society.
The covers of the works of the
interviewed person,
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publications, photographs,
quotes, etc.

e The length of the interview
ranges between 3000 and 5000
words.

e Interviews are only subject to
internal reading with the aim of
evaluating them linguistically
and methodologically.

Translations are subject to the
following methodological
standards:

e The title of the translated
article.

e The author’s full name, his
specialty and his origin.

e A brief summary of the author
of the translated article placed
in the form of a referral at the
bottom of the page.

e The translator’s full name and
the institution to which he
belongs.

e A summary of the translated
article in Arabic and English
(about 300 words).

e Five keywords.

e Information about the original
translated article (author, title,
publication information
(publisher, date, pages...)
placed in the form of a referral
at the bottom of the page.

e List of bibliographies used in
the chapter in addition to any
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references approved by the
translator.

The length of the translation
ranges between 3000 and 5000
words.

Each translation is subject to
the first internal reading by the

Volume 1 - Issue 2, June -

December 2024

2024 poawys — gg 2 00e -1 Wlxse

journal’s editorial board, and if
it meets the initial conditions, it
is referred to the reviewing
commission.

Every translation is subject to a
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