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litihad Center for Studies and Training
(ICST) is an independent think tank and
research platform operating at the
European and international levels,
starting from the pluralistic Belgian
context.

The ICST strives to produce and develop
objective and qualitative knowledge that
meets the needs of our diverse society,
taking into account its diverse
philosophical, educational and socio-
cultural dimensions, focusing on the
study of Islam in the European and
Western context based on an internal
Islamic approach.
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ljtihad Journal Continues to
Consolidate Islamic Academic
Knowledge in the European Context’

Dr. Tijani BOULAOUALI r
Editor-in-Chief of ljtihad Journal - >
Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies IJTIHAD CENTER

FOR STUDIES AND TRAINING

KU Leuven Belgium
tijani.boulaouali@kuleuven.be

DOI: 10.5281/zen0d0.21007204

In fact, we are very pleased to announce the release of the fifth issue of Jjtihad
Journal for Islamic and Arabic Studies in Europe. This undoubtedly reflects
the continued growth of this academic project. Through the Jjtihad Center for
Studies and Training in Belgium, the journal seeks to support serious and high-
quality research on Islam in the European and Western context. Since its
launch, it has aimed to provide a scholarly platform that respects the rich
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heritage of Islamic scholarship while also engaging with modern academic
approaches to the study of Islam and Muslim societies, including perspectives
from Islamic studies, anthropology, sociology, and related fields.

The vision of Ijtihad Journal is based on the epistemological and
methodological conviction that the study of Islam and the understanding of its
historical, social, and intellectual dimensions require an objective, internal
approach rooted in authentic Islamic sources and the interpretive logic of
Islamic scholarship. This approach also actively engages with analytical tools,
research methods, and scholarly findings from Western academic traditions.
Such engagement enables the journal to benefit from scholarly and
methodological advancements while critically evaluating interpretations that
may deviate from scholarly objectivity or the realities of Islamic texts and their
historical and cultural contexts.

Since its inception two years ago, the Ijtihad Journal, which appears twice
a year, has achieved results that exceeded initial expectations. This is
particularly evident in the high quality of the published studies and articles,
which demonstrate scholarly rigor, intellectual diversity, and the ability to
address current issues concerning Islam and Muslims in diverse contexts,
especially within Western societies. The journal's growing reputation is further
underscored by the increasing number of researchers and academics from Arab
and European universities and research institutions that choose it as a platform
for the dissemination of their work, thereby strengthening its scholarly
presence and reputation.

A significant portion of this success is attributable to the strict editorial
policy implemented since the journal’s establishment. The editorial board
maintains that academic credibility is achieved only through strict adherence
to internationally recognized scholarly standards. Accordingly, submitted
manuscripts undergo a comprehensive evaluation process, beginning with an
initial screening for compliance with publication requirements and quality
criteria. This is followed by a double-blind peer-review conducted by subject-
matter experts. Authors are then required to revise their manuscripts based on
reviewers’ feedback. Subsequently, articles are subjected to linguistic and
methodological editing before final review by the Editor-in-Chief.

This editorial policy has resulted in a highly selective publication process.
Only approximately 25 percent of submitted manuscripts are accepted for

18
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publication, while between 75 and 80 percent are rejected either because they
fail to meet the required academic standards or because they contain substantial
methodological shortcomings. Although such a rejection rate may appear high,
it reflects the journal’s commitment to maintaining the quality of its scholarly
output and promoting a culture of rigorous academic research grounded in
originality, methodological soundness, and intellectual precision.

These efforts have earned the journal increasing recognition within Arab
and European academic and research circles. Articles published in the journal
are now widely respected, cited, and acknowledged within various universities
and research institutions. The journal has also been progressively indexed in
several important databases and abstracting services, including the Marefa
database affiliated with the Arab Citation and Impact Factor initiative (Arcif),
Dar Almandumah, and the Arab Impact Factor, as well as several European
and international indexing platforms. Furthermore, the journal has made
significant progress in inclusion in additional international databases and
indexing systems, and it is expected that these procedures will be completed in
the near future after meeting certain technical and administrative requirements,
thereby further enhancing its international visibility and academic reach.

Today, we present the fifth issue of our journal in its Arabic version, which
continues to reflect the scientific approach established since the beginning of
the journal. This issue features a collection of Islamic, intellectual, social, and
humanistic studies concerning Islam and Muslims in contemporary contexts.
The issue includes an editorial by Editor-in-Chief Dr. Tijani BOULAOUALLI,
five peer-reviewed research articles, three book reviews, an academic
translation from English to Arabic, as well as a section highlighting news and
activities of the [jtihad Center for Studies and Training and presentations of
recent publications related to Islamic studies and Islam in the West.

The research section begins with a study by Dr. Abdelhak EL KOUANI,
titled “The Principle of Considering Custom (‘Urf) in the Maliki School and
Its Impact on the Contemporary Issues of Muslims in the West.” This article
examines a central juristic principle in Maliki jurisprudence, emphasizing its
magqasid-based dimensions and practical applications for addressing emerging
issues encountered by Muslims in Western societies. The study highlights the
necessity of understanding prevailing customs in new environments and their
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significance in ensuring the appropriate application of Islamic rulings, while
maintaining fidelity to foundational texts and sensitivity to social realities.

The second article, by Dr. Ilyas ELHANI, explores representations of
women in contemporary Islamic thought through a critical epistemological
perspective. It discusses the methodological and intellectual foundations
underlying various conceptions of women within contemporary Islamic
currents, aiming to move beyond traditional polemical approaches toward a
more balanced and comprehensive understanding of women's issues within the
broader project of renewal and Jjtihad.

Building on this examination, the third article by Dr. Lahcen AAFIR
discusses anomalous fatwas and their impact on Muslims in Western countries.
This topic is increasingly significant due to changes in Muslim minority
communities, many religious authorities, and digital media spreading religious
discourse. The study examines the intellectual and social consequences of such
fatwas and urges stronger scholarly authority and responsible contemporary
fatwa discourse.

In the fourth article, Ashraf LAROUSSI deals with institutional work
among Muslim minorities from the perspective of both religious obligation and
social necessity. The article emphasizes the significance of Islamic institutions
in preserving religious identity, coordinating collective efforts, and fostering
positive integration within Western societies, arguing that institutional
engagement has become a religious, social, and civilizational necessity.

The fifth article, by Dr. Abdeallah ALBAKKALI, examines trends in Sufi
epistemology and their positions regarding reason and rationality through an
analytical study of Sufi theories of knowledge. The article reviews the major
currents within the Sufi tradition concerning the relationship between reason,
mystical unveiling, and spiritual experience, offering a critical analysis of their
diversity and complexity and clarifying areas of convergence and divergence
in their approaches to knowledge and truth.

The issue also includes three book reviews. The first review, by Dr. Aziz
BAAZI, discusses Dr. Abdelmalek Hibaoui’s book “Annemarie Schimmel: A
Bridge Between Islam and the West,” which offers an insightful examination
of one of the most prominent German Orientalists who contributed
significantly to fostering mutual understanding between the Islamic and
Western worlds. The second review, by Dr. Mustafa Attia JUMAA, focuses
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on Elbachir Lasyoud’s book “Building the Human Being Between Philosophy
and Gnosis,” which seeks to reconcile rational and spiritual dimensions within
a comprehensive vision of human development. The third review, by Mr.
Abdelkarim ELGHAZI, examines Majda Bouazza’s book “The Identity of
Moroccan Migrants and the Question of Cultural Difference in the German
Context,” an important contribution to the fields of migration, identity, and
integration studies within the European context.

This issue also features an Arabic translation of anthropologist Alexander
Horstmann’s study on secular and religious shelters and humanitarian support
networks for Karen refugees and migrants in the border regions between
Thailand and Myanmar. Prepared by Dr. Salah CHIG, this translation grants
Arabic readers access to recent research in political and humanitarian
anthropology, with a particular focus on the intersections of religion,
humanitarian action, migration, and refugee issues.

The thematic and methodological diversity of this fifth issue reflects the
journal’s commitment to fostering an academic environment that welcomes
multiple disciplines and perspectives, while upholding rigorous scholarly
standards. This approach also demonstrates the editorial board’s dedication to
supporting studies that integrate Islamic scholarly traditions with critical
analysis and empirical research, thereby advancing understanding of the
transformations experienced by Muslims in contemporary contexts,
particularly in Europe and the West.

In concluding this editorial, we extend our sincere gratitude to all
researchers who entrusted the journal with their work and enriched this issue.
We also thank the reviewers and experts who devoted time and expertise to
improving submitted manuscripts and upholding high academic standards. We
are grateful to the editorial board and the scientific, advisory, technical, and
administrative committees. Their efforts made the publication of this issue
possible.

Ghent — Belgium, June 14, 2026
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ABSTRACT

This study explores the foundational Maliki legal principle of custom (‘‘urf”) as a
dynamic source of Islamic jurisprudence, highlighting its magasid-oriented
dimensions and its far-reaching implications for contemporary Figh. It investigates
how this principle operates as a mechanism for contextualizing legal rulings and
mediating between the universality of the Shari‘ah and the diversity of human
practices, with a particular focus on its application to the emerging legal and ethical
challenges faced by Muslim communities in the West.

The research emphasizes the crucial importance of sound knowledge of local
customs and social norms for jurists and muftis engaged in issuing fatwas in
multicultural environments. It argues that a nuanced understanding of ‘urf enables
juristic reasoning that remains faithful to scriptural principles while being responsive
to real-world contexts—thus avoiding both rigid literalism and unwarranted
accommodation.

Ultimately, the study calls for a revitalization of the principle of custom within
contemporary ijtihad and fatwa methodologies. This revitalization should aim to
ensure that legal determinations remain consistent with the higher objectives of the
Shari‘ah—namely, justice, mercy, public interest (maslahah), and the preservation of
the five essentials: religion, life, intellect, progeny, and property.

KEYWORDS

Consideration of Custom; Maliki School; Contemporary Issues of Muslims in the
West; Fatwa; Magqasid,; Practical Application (tanzil); ljtihad.
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ABSTRACT

This study explores representations of women in contemporary Islamic thought from
a critical epistemological perspective. Moving beyond descriptive and polemical
approaches, it seeks to analyze the epistemological foundations and methodological
assumptions that shape contemporary Islamic discourse on women. The study
examines how women are represented in contemporary Islamic thought, the
epistemological foundations of these representations, and their ability to move beyond
juridical reductionism and ideological bias.

The study argues that contemporary Islamic thought has produced multiple
representations of women rather than a single, unified vision. These include a
traditional approach grounded in partial juristic interpretations, a reformist approach
that emphasizes maqasid (higher objectives) and contextual understanding, and a
modernist approach that reinterprets religious texts through alternative
epistemological frameworks. Despite their diversity, these approaches often exhibit
methodological shortcomings, particularly the conflation of epistemological, legal,
and social dimensions.

Using a critical analytical methodology based on the concepts of knowledge,
ijtihad, and representation, and drawing on a maqasid-oriented framework, the study
concludes that the crisis of women’s representation in contemporary Islamic thought
is fundamentally a crisis of methodology and epistemological vision. It calls for a
balanced civilizational framework that integrates women into projects of ijtihad,
renewal, and societal development.

KEYWORDS

Representations; Women; Contemporary Islamic Thought; Knowledge; Criticism.
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the phenomenon of anomalous (shddh) fatwas and their negative
impact on Muslim communities in Western societies. Given the central role of ijtihad
(independent legal reasoning) and fatwa in Islam, classical Muslim scholars
emphasized that issuing religious opinions requires profound knowledge, sound
understanding, piety, and awareness of both religious sources and contemporary
realities. However, the emergence of unqualified individuals issuing fatwas, or the
tendency to address issues beyond one’s area of expertise, has contributed to the
spread of irregular and controversial opinions that conflict with the objectives and
principles of Islamic law.

The study seeks to answer several key questions: What impact do anomalous
fatwas have on Muslims and their children in the West? How do such fatwas
contribute to the distortion of Islam’s image in Western societies? To what extent can
they facilitate extremism and religious radicalization? And what measures can
Muslims adopt to protect themselves from their harmful effects?

The significance of this research lies in its relevance to Islamic jurisprudence and
contemporary Muslim life in the West. The study is divided into three sections: the
first examines the linguistic and technical meanings of fatwa and anomaly
(shudhiidh); the second discusses the effects and examples of anomalous fatwas; and
the third analyzes their consequences for Muslims in the West and proposes practical
ways to address them. The study concludes by emphasizing the importance of relying
on qualified scholars and reputable religious institutions to safeguard Muslim
communities from confusion, division, and extremism.

KEYWORDS

Fatwa; Deviation; Irregular Fatwas; Impacts; Countermeasures.
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ABSTRACT

This article examines the reality of Muslim minorities and their religious and social
needs, emphasizing that the jurisprudence of minorities is a necessary response to
differing environments and capacities, all within the framework of the Sharia’s
tolerance and flexibility without departing from its definitive principles. The article
begins by clarifying the concept of a minority and distinguishing it from that of a
community, then explores the social components that shape the structure of Muslim
minorities and their impact on the formation of their awareness and identity.

The article highlights the importance of institutional work as a central tool for
organizing the efforts of minorities, coordinating their interests, and fostering
cooperation among them in a way that preserves their religious independence and
supports their ability to achieve positive integration within majority societies. It also
shows that Islamic institutions provide a practical and collective framework that
strengthens Islamic identity, safeguards values, offers essential services, and guides
individuals toward shared religious and social interests.

The article concludes that institutional work is not merely an organizational need,
but a religious obligation and a civilizational necessity that ensures Muslim minorities
the capacity for resilience, effectiveness, and the preservation of identity within
multicultural environments.

KEYWORDS

Muslim Minorities; Minority Jurisprudence; Community (Diaspora); Institutional
Work; Positive Integration.
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ABSTRACT

Sufi knowledge has taken three approaches regarding the balance between
reason and witnessing, The first approach focused on mystical experiences and
spiritual tastes in general, without forming a complete philosophical school.
The second approach established a philosophical Sufi doctrine based solely on
feeling. The third approach: an approach that established a Sufi doctrine
combining feeling and proof. This approach was divided into two schools: a
school that gave precedence to taste over reason, which is the School of
[Mlumination, and a school that gave precedence to reason over feeling, which
is the School of Transcendent Wisdom.

And despite what appears in Sufi thought in dispersed statements criticizing
reason and belittling it, a careful study shows that all these schools agreed on
respect for primary rational principles, relied on them, and derived from them
— except for one school, which explicitly stated in terms difficult to reinterpret
the negation of rational principles and their transcendence in the realm of
unveiling. It is the Akbarian School, founded by MuhyT al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi al-
Hatim.

KEYWORDS

Reason; Unveiling; Rational Principles; Law of Contradiction; Unity of Being.
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ABSTRACT

This review examines Abdelmalek Hibaoui’s Annemarie Schimmel: A Bridge Between
Islam and the West (2022), highlighting its contribution to intercultural dialogue and mutual
understanding between the Islamic world and the West. Rather than emphasizing conflict
or civilizational confrontation, the book explores the possibilities of intellectual exchange
and constructive engagement across cultures. It focuses on the life and scholarly legacy of
the distinguished German orientalist Annemarie Schimmel (1922-2003), whose career
spanned more than six decades of research, translation, writing, teaching, and academic
supervision. Schimmel devoted her scholarship to the study of Islam, Islamic spirituality,
and Sufism, becoming one of the most respected Western scholars in the field. The book
also examines her role as an honorary member of the Advisory Council of the Central
Council of Muslims in Germany, where she contributed to promoting Islamic knowledge
within Western societies. Through Schimmel’s intellectual legacy, Hibaoui presents a
compelling model of cultural mediation and constructive dialogue between Islam and the
West.

KEYWORDS:

Islam; The West; Intercultural Dialogue; Clash of Civilizations; Orientalism.
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ABSTRACT

Elbachir Lasioud’s book Building the Human Being between Philosophy and Gnosis
presents an intellectual project that seeks to reconcile reason and emotion, philosophy and
spiritual gnosis, in order to construct a balanced human being grounded in both rational
knowledge and spiritual refinement. The author considers philosophy as the highest form of
intellectual reflection and love of wisdom, while gnosis represents the inner, emotional, and
spiritual dimension that elevates the human soul beyond material existence toward faith and
inner purity. Through profound readings of Ibn Arabi, Al-Hallaj, Henry Corbin, and Thomas
Aquinas, Descartes, the book explores concepts such as imagination, creativity, beauty,
politics, sainthood, spiritual excellence, and religious tourism. It argues that true Sufism is
not isolation from life, but rather a civilizational and ethical project that contributes to the
reform of both the individual and society. The book ultimately calls for renewing gnostic
thought and linking it to freedom, justice, and human flourishing, making the Muslim
individual spiritually rooted and historically active.

KEYWORDS:

Gnosis; Islamic Philosophy; Ibn Arabi; Human Development; Civilizational Sufism.
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The book The Identity of Moroccan Migrants and the Question of Cultural Difference in the
German Context: A Sociological Study by Magda Bouazza explores the dynamics of
Moroccan migrant identity in Germany, focusing on the interplay between religion,
language, gender, and public policies. The author argues that identity is not fixed but a
continuous process shaped through interaction with the host society. The study highlights
the dual challenges faced by Moroccan women and the crucial role of language in
maintaining or transforming cultural belonging. Using a qualitative approach based on
interviews, the book offers deep insights into migrants’ lived experiences. Despite some
methodological and comparative limitations, it stands as a significant contribution to
migration and identity studies, particularly for shedding light on the underexplored German
context.

KEYWORDS:

Identity; Moroccan Migration; Cultural Difference, Germany, Integration.
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This review examines Alexander Horstmann’s anthropological study, Secular and
Religious Sanctuaries: Interfaces of Humanitarianism and Self-Government of Karen
Refugee-Migrants in Thai-Burmese Border Spaces. At its core, the study investigates
the work of humanitarian organizations—both secular and religious—alongside social
support networks, and their role in sustaining, protecting, and shielding Karen
villagers from the devastating conflict in eastern Myanmar. It offers a critical
perspective on these refugees, reflecting the author’s long-standing research interest
in power, hegemony, and the arts of resistance against the repressive state. Through
an analysis of the structures of religious and secular human rights missions in the
border regions, the study pays particular attention to power structures that often
remain largely invisible, operating beyond the reach of state surveillance. It also
discusses the subtle distinction between the secular and the religious, highlighting
how the two domains overlap within the framework of humanitarian aid.

KEYWORDS:
Karen Migrants; Borderlands; Social Support Networks; Humanitarianism; Power
Structures.
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During the 2025-2026 academic year, the

and interactive approaches.
twenty students
Europe and the Arab world completed the

Ijtihad Center for Studies and Training in
Belgium launched the first Arabic-language
Master Class series on “Islam in Europe.”
Coordinated by Dr. Tijani Boulaouali and
supported by an academic team from the
Center, the program brought together leading
scholars and specialists from European and
Arab universities and research institutions.
Held between 17 January and 28 March
2026, the series consisted of eight academic
sessions combining theoretical, practical,

More than

researchers from

program and were awarded a specialized
academic diploma equivalent to 2 ECTS
credits (50 study hours).
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Ibn Taymiyya's Thought: Corpus, Reception, and Legacy

Mehdi Berriah and Arjan Post, Ibn Taymiyya'’s Thought: Corpus, Reception, and
Legacy, Islam, Culture and Society Series, Leuven University Press, Belgium, 2026,
PP 282, ISBN: 9789462704961

Written by Islamic studies scholars Mahdi Briah and Arjan Post, this book explores
the thought and legacy of one of the most influential and controversial figures in
Islamic intellectual history: Taqi al-Din Ahmad Ibn
Taymiyyah (d. 728 AH/1328 CE). Through a clear and
rigorous methodology, the authors examine the central
themes of Ibn Taymiyyah’s writings and trace the ways in
which his ideas have been interpreted, contested, adapted, ibn taymiyya's
and appropriated across different historical periods. lhough[
The book highlights the enduring tensions between tradition T e
and reform, authority and critical inquiry, while situating Ibn

Taymiyyah’s thought within its original historical and
intellectual context. At the same time, it demonstrates how
his ideas continue to shape contemporary religious and intellectual debates in the
Muslim world.
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Islam and Contemporary European Literature

Kersten, Carool. Islam and Contemporary European Literature, Edinburgh University
Pres, Edinburgh,2025, pp. 352, ISBN: 9781474492676

This book is by Carool Kersten, a researcher and specialist in Islamic studies at the
KU Leuven. It consists of literary texts containing precise themes and references
related to Islam and the Muslim world.The book aims to offer
new perspectives on non-Western intellectual history and
contemporary  European literature by  highlighting

Islam and

individualized interpretations of religion among authors from C"Eﬁiﬁ,‘}i‘;’,’;" y
both Muslim and non-Muslim backgrounds. It raises the Literature

question of how and why contemporary European authors from
Albania, France, Germany, Spain, the former Yugoslavia, and
other European countries write fictional or semi-fictional
works that engage with Islamic religious themes and Europe’s

Islamic past, noting the growing attention such works have been receiving. This
thematic focus also contributes to re-examining Eurocentric understandings of literary
canons, and points to ways of decolonizing humanities curricula by reading
contemporary European literature through the lens of cosmopolitanism, rather than
through a framework of cultural hybridity.
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Al-Farabi’s Influence on the Logical Tradition in Al-
Andalus: Ibn Tumlus as a Case Study

Mohammed Roy, A/-Farabi's Influence on the Logical Tradition in Al-Andalus: Ibn
Tumlus as a Case Study, King Abdul-Aziz Al Saoud Foundation for Islamic Studies
and Human Sciences, Casablanca, 2025, pp. 302, ISBN: 9789920893336

The book is originally a doctoral dissertation defended at Abdelmalek Essaadi
University in Tétouan, Morocco, at the beginning of 2024. Its subject concerns
investigating the influence of Al-Farabi (d. 339 AH) on the

Andalusian logical tradition across its various historical — {
stages, through two levels of analysis. The first level traces e P

. . . YL Akl SN G
the direct connection between Al-Andalus and Al-Farabi’s R

logical works, by identifying his explicit or implicit presence
in the writings of leading Andalusian logicians, foremost
among them Ibn Hazm, Ibn B3jja, and Ibn Rushd. The second
level focuses on studying Al-Farabi’s specific influence in Al- s "
Mukhtasar f1 al-Mantiq by Abt al-Hajjaj Ibn Tumlis al-

Andalust (d. 620 AH), as one of the later figures in Andalusian logic. This is done to
understand the nature of the late engagement with Al-Farabi’s project, and the extent

to which his influence extended into the structures, concepts, and central issues of
logical instruction in Morocco and Al-Andalus.
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Assault on the Borders

Slimani, Leila. Assault on the borders, Editions Gallimard, Paris, France, 2026, pp.
80, ISBN: 9782073152930

The original work is a novel by the acclaimed Moroccan writer Leila Slimani, whose
literary voice is deeply shaped by her experience of diaspora, cultural hybridity, and
questions of belonging. This profound and introspective

narrative explores the complexities of identity in a multilingual
and multicultural world, with a particular focus on the Arabic

LETLA SLIMANI

ASSAUT CONTRE
language as a fundamental component of personal and LA FRONTIERE

collective identity.
Through a compelling and deeply personal reflection, Slimani

grapples with existential questions: Why do I not speak my own -
language? What does Arabic mean to me? Her meditation on LEI L A

language is marked by feelings of loss, longing, shame, and 2§ B |\Y Fa{ '] |
frustration. She describes living with Arabic as one might live
with a phantom limb—an absence that remains intensely present. In search of this lost
language, she evokes the words of the Lebanese writer and artist Etel Adnan, who

described Arabic as a “lost paradise.”
Originally presented at the Avignon Festival in 2025, this remarkable text offers a
poignant exploration of language, memory, and identity in the contemporary world.
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STANDARDS FOR PUBLICATION IN IJTIHAD

JOURNAL

General Standards

Writing original and innovative
research for the journal.

The research should not have
been previously published or
agreed upon with any other
publishing party.

The research can be a
translation of another work
published in another language,
provided that the researcher
declares this.

The research should not be
derived from a university thesis
or dissertation, but rather the
results of previous research can
be invested in a new article or
chapter.

The research submitted for
publication does not conflict
with the general vision adopted
by the Ijtihad Center for Studies
and Training and the [jtihad
Journal of Islamic and Arabic
Studies.

Researchers should provide
qualitative additions that take
into account the goals set by the
Center and the Journal.
Researchers should provide
deep insights inspired by
Islamic values of a common
universal nature, while being
open to positive secular,

pluralistic,c, and modernist
values.

Researchers should contribute
to formulating an objective

approach based on the inside

Islamic  perspective  while
benefiting  from  objective
Orientalist studies.

Researchers adhere to the

methodological, technical and
linguistic standards adopted in
academic research. (See the

writers’ guidelines on the
center’s website and the
journal).

Researchers write in a clear and
authentic academic language

(Arabic,  English, French,
Dutch...).

The possibility of future
translation  offers  valuable

research if appropriate financial
support is available.

The journal has the right to
republish the materials or
translate them independently or
into a book.

The published materials do not
necessarily express the opinion
of the journal.

The journal does not grant any
financial reward for research
due to the lack of financial
capabilities.
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The journal charges an
appropriate financial reward for
publication in order to cover the
expenses of review, printing
and publishing.

The journal grants participating
researchers and reviewers some
privileges, such as granting free

membership, granting a
certificate,  granting  some
copies of the work, and

nominations to participate in
seminars, trainings, and
research activities of the Ijtihad
Center or of the centers
collaborating with them.

Types of Articles

Peer-reviewed articles are subject
to the following methodological
standards:

Article title (main/sub).
The researcher’s full name and

the institution to which he
belongs.
An English and Arabic

summary of the article (about
300 words).

Five keywords.

A general introduction, which
includes the research problem
and the purpose of the study,
with reference to the most
important previous literature
related to the subject, and the
type of approach adopted.

The content of the article,
including defining concepts,

Peer-reviewed
subject  to

introducing theories,
interpretations and visions, and
discussing and analyzing the
research results in depth.

The article concludes with
research  conclusions  and
recommendations.

List of bibliography used in the
article.

The length of the article ranges
between 5,000 and 10,000
words.

Each article is subject to the
first internal reading by the
journal’s editorial board, and if
it meets the initial conditions, it
is referred to the reviewing
commission.

Each article is subject to
double-blind peer review.

chapters  are
the following

methodological standards:

Chapter title (main/sub).
The researcher’s full name and

the institution to which he
belongs.
An English and Arabic

summary of the chapter (about
300 words).

Five keywords.

A general introduction, which
includes the research problem
and the aim of dealing with it,
with reference to the original
work  (dissertation,  book,
monograph) from which it was
derived, with an explanation of
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the importance of publishing it
in a separate chapter, and the
type of approach adopted.
Chapter content, including
defining the central concepts,
presenting theories,
interpretations and  visions,
discussing the research results
and analyzing them in depth.
The chapter concludes with the
most important conclusions of
the research.

List of bibliographies used in
the chapter.

Chapter size ranges between
5,000 and 10,000 words.

Each chapter is subject to the
first internal reading by the
magazine’s editorial board, and
if it meets the initial conditions,
it is referred to the reviewing
commission.

Each chapter is subject to
double-blind peer review.

In-depth critical reviews subject
to the following methodological
standards:

Main review title.

A subtitle that includes the title
of the reviewed work and its
author.

The researcher’s full name and

the institution to which he
belongs.
An English and Arabic

summary of the review (about
300 words).
Five keywords.

A general introduction,
including a brief overview of
the author of the work, his most
important publications and
intellectual and academic
works, the reasons for writing
this review, the importance of
the reviewed work, the
research problem for this
review, and the nature of the

adopted approach.

The content of the review,
which includes the basic
concepts in  the  work,

presenting the author’s theory
and vision, discussing the
results of the review and
analyzing them in depth.

The review concludes with
research  conclusions  and
recommendations.

List of bibliography used in the
review.

A table of the most important
information about the
reviewed work: title, author,
date of publication, place of
publication, publisher,
language of the book, etc.

The cover of the reviewed
work and a photo of its author.
The length of the review ranges
between 4,000 and 7,000
words.

Each review is subject to the
first internal reading by the
journal’s editorial board, and if
it meets the initial conditions, it
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is referred to the reviewing
commission.

e Every critical review is subject
to a double-blind peer review.

Introductory reviews are subject
to the following methodological
standards:

e Main review title.

e A subtitle that includes the title
of the reviewed work and its
author.

e The researcher’s full name and
the institution to which he
belongs.

e A short introduction, including
a brief overview of the author
of the work, his most important
publications and intellectual
and academic works, and the
importance of the reviewed

work.

e The content of the article, in
which the reviewer
summarizes the most

important contents of the work,
either in a sequential manner
according to the order of the
chapters, or in a thematic form
in which he presents the most
important issues addressed by
the author.

e A brief conclusion with the
researcher’s most important
impression after reading the

work.
e A table of the most important
information about the

referenced work: title, author,

date of publication, place of
publication, publisher,
language of the work, etc.

The cover of the reviewed
work and a photo of its author.
The length of the review ranges
between 1,500 and 2,000
words.

Introductory  reviews  are
subject to internal reading only
in order to evaluate them
linguistically and
methodologically.

Academic interviews are subject
to the following methodological
standards:

Main interview title.

A subtitle that includes the
name of the interviewed person,
the title, the origin.

The interviewed person must be
a researcher, expert, or
academic  specializing in
Islamic and Arabic studies or in
a field related to it, such as
theological and  religious
studies, interfaith dialogue,
comparative religion science,
Islam in the West, and others.
The interviewer’s full name and
the institution to which he
belongs.

A short introduction, including
a brief overview of the
interviewed person, his/her
most important publications
and intellectual and academic
contribution, the reasons for
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holding this interview, and its
importance for the journal.
Clear, deep, and precise
questions, including general
questions  related to the
personality of the interviewed
person, his/her  interests,
specialty, with the aim of
bringing readers closer to his
qualitative contributions and
their value to research and
society.

The covers of the works of the
interviewed person,
publications, photographs,
quotes, etc.

The length of the interview
ranges between 3000 and 5000
words.

Interviews are only subject to
internal reading with the aim of
evaluating them linguistically
and methodologically.

Translations are subject to the

following

methodological

standards:

The title of the translated
article.

The author’s full name, his
specialty and his origin.

A brief summary of the author
of the translated article placed
in the form of a referral at the
bottom of the page.

The translator’s full name and
the institution to which he
belongs.

A summary of the translated
article in Arabic and English
(about 300 words).

Five keywords.

Information about the original
translated article (author, title,
publication information
(publisher, date, pages...)
placed in the form of a referral
at the bottom of the page.

List of bibliographies used in
the chapter in addition to any
references approved by the
translator.

The length of the translation
ranges between 3000 and 5000
words.

Each translation is subject to
the first internal reading by the
journal’s editorial board, and if
it meets the initial conditions, it
is referred to the reviewing
commission.

Every translation is subject to a
double-blind peer review.

Citations and bibliography of articles written in English or other European

languages must be documented according to the MLA style.!

" See: https://mlahandbookplus.org/pages/quick-guides
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